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CHAPTER I 
SELECTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM 
II 
I vlhen a specific curriculum. is organized in a school 
\ 
I 
to meet 
1
1 the needs of certain pupils, it is important to evaluate its out ~ 
1; come. One method of evaluation is a follow-up through case 
l 
:: studies. These case studies concern the occupational, personal, 1 
,l and social adjustments of each person who graduated from the 
I 
:first Special Class in Newton High School. The gathering and 
j: 
i1 organization of this factual information should help to determin~i 
' I 
' the extent to which the program has met the needs of 
I 
1
1 Tracing the career of each graduate should determine 
! 
the pupils. : 
! 
whether any : 
: curriculum revision is necessary and whether the objectives of 
.the Special Class have been met • 
. ,
I 
,, 
I 
At the mid-century White House Conference, it was stated 
,1that a "different developmental curriculum based on realistic 
I 
I 
i1life aptitudes and needs should be arranged" for pupils with 
·! limited mental ability. It was added that "special guidance, 
:! placement and follow-up services should also be provided"l/ for 
I 
'these people. This follow-up will be not only an evaluation but ,, 
il 
1also a service. 
·I Certain values are gained from follow-up studies. One of 
'the most significant is showing the individual that there is 
1/Edward A. Richards, Proceedings of the White House Conference \,\ 
:On Children and Youth, Health Publications Institute, Raleigh, · I! 
IN. c.' -195_1 ,_ p.- 2)8. -= -------- ------ _,· 
I 
:J 
11 continued interest in hl.s ~;~fare. Through thl.s interest it is 
i1 poss ible to assist him in making adjustments to life situations. 
(! The follow-up provides an evaluation of the school's own work. 
1 I . 
i With this follow-up the confidence. of the employer toward the I 
il school will be established. The follow-up also promotes confi- I 
I dence in the community toward the schoo~. Final~y, it is ! 
1 valuable to the school itself, because we learn from each other. 
I! 
li 
;I 
I, 
Setting of This Study 
This study was made in the city of Newton, which is located 
l! only eight miles southwest of the State House in Boston. Newton ~~ consists of~~ vi~~ages, each having its own shopping area, 
i1 religious center, schools, and library. The city's development 
:j has been greatly helped by zoning laws and reasonable building 
il restrictions with the result that about 93 per cent of the city 
11 is restricted to private residences. There are practically no 
I• 
;l large apartment 
1 Housing project 
I 
I 
houses or slum areas. in Newton. The Veterans 
consists of attractive five and six room ranch 
! type homes of varied exterior construction. The business dis-
i trict, comprising seven per cent of the city, has 90 industries, 
I the largest being Raytheon Manufacturing Company, a leading make 
I of electronic equipment. Most of the industries are located in 
\ the outskirts of the city. The most recent industrial develop-
:
1 
ment, the "Miracle Mile", witnessed conversion of a one-mile lon 1 
I : tract of undeveloped land bordering the town of Needham into 
:. industrial sites which now yield a good return in taxes to the 
;1 city. 
----rr -- -
~ II 
·!I 
i 
The public school system of Newton is under the wise and 
:! capable direction of the School Committee. Its seven members, 
" 
:: representing each ward of the city, receive no compensation for 
:I 
:I 
' 
:l 3 
I' ; their valuable services. The system comprises 26 elementary 1 
; schools, four junior high schools, a senior high school, a 
,! technical-vocational school, and a junior college. The total 
: school population exceeds 14,000 pupils with about 2500 enrolled 
'I 
il in the senior high school. 
I 
"To administer its policies, the school committee 
appoints a superintendent who nominates all school per-
sonnel, is responsible for the development of curricula, 
selection of textbooks, and organization of the schools. 
In Newton each school is free to interpret the i
1
1 
curriculum in terms of the needs of the children whom it 
serves, for it can be sensitive to the educational aspir- :,1 
ations peculiar to its own neighborhood. Under this 
concept the principal becomes the ed~cational leader of the : 
community which his school serves. ulf !i 
The high School is located in the village of Newtonville, · 
:
1 
about one mile from the geographical center of the city~ 
I 
.I 
The Newton Program 
In 1948 a need was recognized for a class for high school II 
11 
pupils with I .Q' s below 75. Accordingly, the principal of the 
1] high school decided to establish a "Special Class" at the 
I. ~~ secondary school level. He agreed with Ruth Boland that 
·1 "The high school must face the fact of the presence 
I the mentally deficient pupil. It cannot ignore him, nor 
subject him to competition with bright pupils. A curric-
ulum even lower than that which many high schools have 
adapted for the slow learner should be adjusted to this 
1 i/PTA Council and the Newton Public Schools, Home, School, 
1 
Community, 114th Annual School Report, Newton, Mass., 1954. 
of 
I 
'I 
.I 
·I 
'I 
I 
.! 
I 
' I 
!) 
I' 
I 
I 
'I 
,I 
II 
\I 
II 
" II 
! 
., 
•I 
group. We must educate the pupil with the I.Q. below 75 · 
to the limit of his capacity,~~f he has succeeded in gain- ·' 
ing entrance to high school.".!v' 
The curriculum designed for pupils who desired a 
. ,/ general education and did not desire highly specialized traini, 
in trade or business was called lllB curriculum; therefore, we 
named this the lllBS curriculum. The group of boys and girls 
'I who entered the Newton High School as "111 B Specials" were 
!i 
those mentally retarded or emotionally maladjusted pupils who 
had taken all the courses the special classes of the junior hig I 
schools had to offer them and were desirous of continuing their I 
1 
education. Because of their physical and social maturity it :
1 
II ,I 
·I seemed wise to have them enter high school in a "Special · Class.".; 
~~ Only those pupils were placed in the Special Class who werJ I 
·~! I r eferred by the Counseling Center of the School Department, 
which obtained the family history of t he child, his personal 
history, his s chool history, a physical examination, including 
audio-visual testing, and a psychological test. All pupils' 
[; intelligence quotients were rated according to the Stanford 
1: Binet test, form L. The range was 62 - 84 I.Q. The I.Q. was 
II never used as the primary determining factor for placement in 
II 
1
1 this class, but it did have significance in placement. 
After the child was recomn1ended by the Counseling Center, 
'I 
,I the Special Education Counselor, the Special Class Tea.cher of 
,J 1/Ruth Boland, The Moron in High School: A Study of the Pupil 
I, with an I.Q. Below 75 as Rated by a Group Intelligence Test, 
Unpublished Doctor's Thesis, Harvard University, 1946. 
-- ='-=--'--~- - -~- -
I 
I 
., 
'I 
' 
" 
,, 
II 
II 
I 
" I 
the junior high school, and the Special Class Teacher of the 
senior high school had a conference to discuss each ·pupil, so 
1 that the teacher might know the pupil's potentialities, his 
assets, and his special needs. If the pupil was understood, it 
was possible to give the optimum of help in his school exper-
iences. 
As stated in Kirk and Johnson, 
"Experience has shown that the traditional curriculum, : 
even though modified, results in frustration, failure, and ' 
I discouragement of these pupils. An adequate program must 1 
decrease the area of frustration and emphasize social and !! 
occupational gro-vTth. The classroom teacher is faced with 
the problem of organizing an educational environment which 
will harmonize with the child's abilities and disabilities 
and which will develop security through be~qngingness and 
adequacy through success and achie:vement."lt 
' 
.j 
. It was necessary to develop a special curriculum for these 
pupils to place emphasis upon their social and occupational 
growth and development so that they would become well adjusted, .1 
!I 
q 
'I 
I 
1 socially acceptable, and contributing members of the community 
'I 
li 
in which they live. II 
The curriculum developed in the Newton High School Special ~I 
. Class was definitely pupil centered, with a great flexibility 
in courses offered each pupil. In this type of curriculum, the 11 
.; 
1: greatest 
· in terms 
.I 
value lies in its opportunity for intensive counseling 
of individual pupil interest and needs. 
The pupil gains worthwhile educational experience by 
choosing the proper courses. Other than personal guidance, 
\I 
' I 
· 1/Samuel Kirk and G. Orville Johnson, Educating the Retarded . 
; Child, Houghton Mifflin Company, The Riverside Press, Cambridge, l 
:· r-~~s. ,_ 1~51, p. 202. __ _ _ _ _ _ ---=--- _ _ _ ~--
1, 
I 
li 
! 
" 
"The pupil must have an education, the experiences of 
which have fostered day by day: 
., 
! 1. The knowledge and disposition to keep physically :1 
well in order to enjoy life to its maximum, ~1 
The 
2. An ease and a joy in social relationships that 
help him to make friends and to participate in 
social and civic experiences, 
3. An ability to plan and to choose his leisure 
activities wisely, 
4. An ability to live as a contributing member of a 
family and a neighborhood group, and later to 
maintain his own home as hea.d of a family, 
5. The ability to earn as much of the necessities of 
life as possible, and 
6. The knowlidge and ability to spend his salary 
wisely. ttl 
special education program for the mentally retarded at 
il Newton High School is similar to that at Fordson High School, 
I 
! Dearborn, Michigan. 
I; 
II 
I 
II 
'I 
I 
·I 
li 
II 
' 
"It is based on teaching, guidance, coordinating, and 
vocational placement. The special education instrUctor is 
a teacher, counselor and coordinator for all the mentally 
handicapped students in the school. The teacher has full 
responsibility in carrying out this program. It is under-
stood that the teacher handling the pupils is in a better 
position to know what they can do, when to place the 
students in regular classes, the type of employment they 
will best fi~ 1into and how to help the students find employment. 11& 
I ' 
'I 
I 
II 
I 
.I 
·I 
·' 
During the first year in the special class, the pupils were ,
1 I two · li with the one teacher for three hours daily; the second, for 
1' --------
·1 1/Elise H. Martens, Curriculum Adjustments for the Mentally 
'I Retarded, Bulletin 1950, No. 2, Reprint 1953, U. S. Department 
1 of Health, Education, and Welfare , United States Office of 
,! Education, Washington, D. C., p. 11. 
I 
,, g/Lawrence E. Miller, A Follow-through High School Program for . 
1 the Mentally Handicapped~ American Journal of Mental Deficiency, · 
I April, 1954, Volume 58, No. 4, The American Association on :, 
_1 } lental Deficienc __ Albany_, _N ._ Y. , _p_. _ 553:!.o..-_ _ 1 
f ) 
I; 
. li 
I' 
---- ='-=-'-~-
hours; and the last year, for one hour. In this way it was 
II 
possible to study each pupil, his problems, weaknesses, and his :~ 
needs. The homes of all the pupils were visited in order to ;I 
' 
I 
I 
have parental conferences establishing good rapport between the 
1
1 
1 home and the school. "Because homes have a profound influence I 
:1 upon the behavior and attitudes of pupils, it is necessary for 
:i a teacher to be interested in the home background of her 'I 'I 
.I pupils. u!/ 
I 
' I 
ll 
., 
·I The pupils were members of regular home rooms and physical 
I 
education classes. They became members of the school athletic 
lunch, during assembly programs and school plays. This mingling'! 
I 
I' 
:I 
11 with the student body for at least half the day helped the j\ 
development of the pupil. With the intimate teacher-pupil :
1 
relationship, it was possible to find the one area of each 
pupil's greatest competency and to develop that area so that he 
j
1 
would think well of himself and gain the confidence he lacked. 
~\ There were special business classes to develop the effic-
i, ient use of the arithmetic skills necessary for life situations. 
,, 
'[ Special English classes were organized at each grade level. ,, 
lj The aims of these were specific. Through oral recitations and 
I 
class discussions the pupils were to develop acceptable social 
1 1/Luella Cole, Ph.D., Psychology of Adolescence, Rinehart & 
Company, Inc., New York, 1952, p. 274. 
----
7 
,, 
I[ 
:: patt;rns and solve personal _b_e_h-avior problems, as well as 
'I develop self-control, courtesy, respect for each other, and 
1 worthwhile aims in life. The written work was to teach them to 1 
follow directions and develop pride and satisfaction in work 
well done. To become socially acceptable, they learned to writ~ 
'I 
1 
letters. The speech work helped to develop self-confidence 
poise. Such pupils need and want help in building up their 
ideals, and that can often be accomplished through reading and 
discussions. "The training of the child's social and moral 
1 sense is by no means the least important of the teacher's 
I 
1 duties. ul/ 
' li There were special classes in 11 preparation for homemaking 
through experiences in the usual housekeeping responsibilities, 
household budgeting, child care, home beautification, and gen-
eral repair work so often needed in the home."Y 
To broaden the experiences of the pupils, various trips I 
I il were arranged. They visited the mayor at the City Hall and 
I 
'I 
1: 
They spent time at several departments of the city government. 
museums, visited industrial plants, and took other trips which 
II 
gave them experiences they otherwise would not have had. They 
' also corresponded with pupils in a school in southern France. 
To gain social poise they had luncheons and parties at school as.:l 
,I 
I 
·, 
1 1/ A. F. Tredgold, A Text-book 
11 & Wilkins Company, Baltimore, 
I 
of Mental Deficiency, The Williams ' 
Maryland, 1952, p. 449. 
, £/H. E. Robinson, A Guide for Organizing and Providing Special 
Education for Exceptional Children, Texas Education Agency, 
· Bulletin 520, November, 1951, Austin, Texas, p. 65. 
\I 
8 
li 
II 
r 
I 
' 
-------d; = 
1: well as many evening parties at the students' homes, with the 
teacher present as chaperone. Activities outside the school 
curriculum were climaxed by a weekend trip to New York City. 
- ;• 
'I 
1, 
I 
·while in school, the students were encourag ed and helped to 1. 
i 
1 obtain part-time employment so they could have on 
li . 
the job train- 1' 
1: 
~ng. During the summer months they had fuJ_l time employment. 
1 In t his job experience, they found success in unskilled and 
semi-skilled work. 
I. Recapitulation 
\: 
I' 
II 
li 
I 
It was in 1951 that the first students of the Speci al Class : 
I, . I 
. graduated from Newton High School. From this three year program 1 
li the desire was to have each graduate become a good American 
1 
!: citizen, an individual who would be self-supporting, and one who L 
would knovr how to use his life well and his leisure to good 
j advantage. 
Ill Has this program met the needs of its 12 graduates? To 
I 
1 assess the merits of the program we turn to a follow-up study 
I 
l· the graduates to find the answers to the following questions: 
1. Are they self-supporting members of a family? 
I! 
II 2. Do they maintain good health? 
I. 
I 
I 
3. Do they spend their leisure time to good advantage? 
4. Do they get along well with their fellow men? 
5. Are they adequate members of t h e community? 
:i 
il 
I 
I 
ij 
Of II II 
1\ 
i., 
II 
i 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
"Our various civilizations have marked themselves in 
history largely by the attitude man had toward his handi-
capped neighbors. In ancient Rome and Greece men were 
hostile toward handicapped children to the point that in 
many cases they were abandoned to the wild animals or were 
destroyed. Later, society modified such hostile attitudes 
into ridicule or aimless pity, and handicapped children 
were put away to eke out a miserable existence in seclusion. 
Finally, scattered attempts were made to give these child-
ren medical attention, but so far as special education is 
concerned, it was not until after 1900 that any provisions. 
whatever were made to provide adequate school facilities in 
the classroom based upon individual needs. Thus, the five 
historical stag es in society's attitude toward handica~ped 
children have been (1) extermination, (2) ridicule, (3J 
neglect, (4f/physical care and treatment, and (5) special 
education."-
The first special class was established in Providence, 
hode Island in 1897. By 1902 classes were organized in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, and Los 
, _geles. 
I 
The United States Office of Education reported 220 
:such classes throughout the country by 1911. 
I 
!I 
:I 
I 
I 
"Today, it is estimated that two percent of the school 
population is mentally retarded. According to our American 
way of life, all children are entitled to an educational 
program which will foster optimal personal development in 
keeping with their capacities. Every pup~1 should go for-
ward as rapidly as his abilities permit."£/ 
:~/A Guide for Organizing and Providing Special Education for 
IExcentional Children, Bulletin, November 1951, Number 520, 
~exas Education Agency, Austin, Texas. 
·I 
' 
·g/Lloyd M. Dunn, "The Exceptional Pupil - A Chall.e.nge to Second-
:ary Education," National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, {January, 1955) 39: 2-12. 
' 
10 I I 
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''Because of technological changes and social pressures i 
in our society today, many of our non-academic pupils are :' 
almost compelled to go to high school whether they want to , 
or not ••• However, most parents, and also some adminis- j1 
trators, are not quite sure what kind of an education these I· 
youths should have. Tremendous population shifts from the :' 
country to the city during the last thirty years, along : 
with development of new methods of farming, have lessened 
chances of non-academic youth to do farm work. Now, city 
dwellers are seeking more space and young people who like ;, 
to work and build things with their hands will be ablello 
I· 
II 
do so, if they get tools, guidance and encourag ement." 
"The problem of making adequate provisions for the : 
slow learner has come to be recognized as a major responsi- i: 
- bili ty of the senior high school. The slow learner has :1 
certain deficiencies in the mental and emotional areas that :; 
call for special attention. However, his learning exper-
iences, just as any other learneZ/ must begin with him on 
his mental and interest levels." 
"The first thing the child needs for satisfactory adjust-
ment to life is successful achievement along those lines which 
fit him to me,et the demands that will be made upon him. 11 2.1 
Achievement is important not only from the standpoint of 
I human progress but from the standpoint of the individual's own ;\ 
1
; personal seH-satisfaction • .Y il 
1. "The major focus of management for the retarded child l,.l 
must be protection and education. He requires greater 
I 
1: i1/Galen Jones, "What Program Can Be Developed for Students with 1 Non-Academic Abilities and Interests?" National Association of 
:, secondary School Principals (April, 1954), 38:287-289. I; 
:yLeo Frederick, "How Shall 1'/e Select and Develop Appropriate 
~ Learning Experiences for the Slow Learner in the Senior High 
,' School," National Association of Secondar School Princi als, I 
: (April, 1954 , 38:18-22. ii 
I 'I 
1
,2./Grace M. Fernald, Remedial Techniques in Basic School Subjects ,1: 
·!JlcGraw-Hill Book Company, Ne-.;-r York, 1943, · p. 2. 
I 
' i/Horace B. English, Child Psychology, Henry Holt and Company, 
\: Ne\f York, 1953, p. 441. 
_;e.~--=-~ -
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I 
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I· 
., 
I 
I' 
,, 
I 
II 
ll 
I 
i Protection than his more competent fellows because of the 
prolonged period when he must be dependent on others for j· 
his care and because delinquency may be a hazard for him. 
The aim of his education must be to help him develop as 
far as possible his ovm limited capacities for taking care 
of himself and pursuing occupatioi? that may further con- r 
tribute to his self-sufficiency." 1: 
Vocational subjects \vhich will be of real value to him ~I 
·I 
should be taught t he mental defective and whatever he learns 
should be something he can use. Vocational guidance should be 
given along with the teaching of vocational subjects. 
"Vocational guidance can be regarded as a method of 
insight into problems of occupational choice and vocational ; 
planning which exerts an important influence on local, 
regional, and national resources in manpower development ; 
and conservation ••• A vocational counseling service should .1 
be established to help these people during their first :1 
~~~~~ ~~t~~i~1~~~~~~ t~t ~~w i~~~r!~!c~~~e a i ~~c:;~~~! has :J 
been, so it is a good practice to arrange for a follow-up i:l 
interview or, i~this is not possible, to send a follow-up 
questionnaire." :J 
Dabney says t hat 11 The curriculum for the older retardate I 
encompasses trade training for particular job areas in which the · 
' child has a reasonable opportunity for post-school employment.".2.,{' 
II 
II 
I 
I 
'I 
Diliichael states: "The number of enlightened employ- 'I 
ers is constantly increasing as they have learned that well~ 
prepared and trained handics,pped persons perform creditably j· 
on jobs for which they are sui ted. Personal adjustment I 
training and development of specific habits that are !1 
required in employment, such as promptness, neatness, ! 
ability to take supervision, to work under pressure, and to ;. 
'I i .,..1_,/,..,C,.,..h-a-r-=l~e-s---=B,..r-a.-- d..,..l,..ey, "Pediatrics, Mental Retardation and Delin-
:: guency," The Journal of the American .i\'Iedical Association, 
1 tJanuary 8, 1955), 157: 101-108. 
I 
' £/Roswell \'lard, Out-of-School Vocational Guidance, Harper & 
: Brothers Publishers, New York, 1949, p. 23. 
'~ 2/Richard S. Dabney, "'.rhe Responsibility of the School in the 
Education of the Exceptional Child," Exceptional Children, 
12 
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make sustained efforts to produce the work as~ig;.~d- . ,ilt -
are desirable for mentally retarded people. We c~nnot expect 
that occupational training alone will be sufficient for meeting ,1 
I 
the demands of the job. 
Young and Holman made a follow-up study of the areas of 
' living which included citizenship, home and family life, self-
realization and use of leisure time, health, purchasing goods 
'. and services, and earning a living. There was an unexpected 
I 
il 
· advantage of such a . follow-up study. "Teacher growth was a by-
product to the focusing of attention upon pupil adjustment rathe~ 
than subject matter as the center of the classroom learning ex-
, . y d h . f 11 al t• I per1ence, an 1s o ow-up was an ev ua 10n. 
I 
."Evaluation is the process of examining the established 
and official purposes or intent of an institution toward 1
1 
the determination of whether such purposes are the best i 
ones that could be held and then attempting to ascertain 
the extent to which establ~hed aims, desires, purposes, or 1 
goals are being realized." , 
During the nine year period since 1944, \' 
"Advancement through research has been made by sociometric [I 
studies and by investigations on guidance, job placement, 11 
and follo·w-up studies. Studies of the social and voca- ' 
tional adjustment of the mentally retarded took the form of jl 
follow-up investigations. These studies indicated that I 
schools are giving inadequate vocational training , that 
social attributes on the job are more important than intell1 
igence in satisfactory job performance, that rehabilitation ,, 
1: ifs. G. DH.Uchael, "Vocational Rehabilitation Works for Il>lentally 1 
, Retarded," Training School Bulletin, (May, 1953) 50: 43-49. '
1 
'· yRaymond J. Youn~ and Vloodrow Holman, "Follow-Up: New 
' Clearing House, \January, 1954) 28: 295-297. 
I, 
Variety, 11 
1
: 
· 2./John Guy Fowlkes, uvlhat Are Effective Ways for Evaluating the 
Secondary School?" ' National Association of Secondary School 
·, Principals, (Ap:!;'il, 1954) 38: 310-314. 
I 
I' I 
I ~ 
I 
l I 
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I 
I 
agencies need better trained counselors for working with 
the mentally retarded and that the counse±7rs need more 
time per case to produce better results." 
~---­r --
l, 
'I 
"Both the mentally .handicapped youth and his employer 
should be visited periodically by the teacher or counselor 1 
to determine whether or not he is making a satisfactory 
vocational and social adjustment. As a result of the 
information acquired from the follow-up program, job :1 
changes may be made, employer undwstandings developed, and ', 
future school programs improved." ! 
I' 
i I 
,: 
1: 
Regional Studies :i 
i ;I One of the first follow-up studies of special class child-
ren was made in 1921, by Dr. Helen T. Wooley and Hornell Hart. 
Two hundred and three persons with intelligence quotients from 
. 
j 37 to 90, who left the special class in Cincinnati, Ohio, were 
I 
I studied. The majority of the group went into factory work, 
as messengers. Thirty-three percent of the group had court 
\1 records. 
;· be placed 
I' 
It was recommended that mentally handicapped children 1 
.I 
,I 
1: in special classes as soon as possible because the 
I 
! length 
!, tively 
of time a retarded child spent in special class was 
related to success of adult adjustments.21 
posi- ;I 
Twelve years later the Children's Bureau of the United 
1; States Department of Labor, had 
; 
:: boys and 346 girls who had been 
\. 
r 
a follow-up study made of 603 1
1 
out of school for at least three j: 
': l/Samuel A. Kirk and Oliver P. Kolstone, "The Education of 
,; Exceptional Children, the Mentall;y Retarded", Review of Educa-
t\ tional Research, (December, 1953) 23: 400-410. 
I' 
l! ysamuel A. Kirk and G. Orville Johnson, Educating the Retarded 
': Child, Houghton Mifflin Company, The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 
.Mass., 1951, p. 248 • 
.1/Helen T. \'looley and Hornell Hart, "Feebleminded Ex-School 
Children, Cincinnati, Ohio," HelenS. Trounstine Study Founda-
\i 
l! 
! 
I 
1, 
tion, (April, 1921) Volume 1, p. 27. 1 
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J!- - - - -=::-----:--=-~ -!I years. -- These people had attended special classes in schools in 
;; Cincinnati, Detroit, Los Angeles, Newark, Oakland, and San Fran- ! 
" I 
1
: cisco . The study, by Channing , was made to obtain information 
:! on the vocational adjustments of the subjects. It was disclosed ! 
II that 50 percent of the group had found their ovm jobs. Fifty- I 
I five percent of the boys had v10rked as semi-skilled factory 
workers. Almost 20 percent were employed as drivers or helpers 
I on trucks. A few w·ere sales boys; a fevl farm workers, and about 
1 16 percent were messengers or stock boys. It was recommended: 
"There is a need for the development of a system of pl acement 
I and supervision for pupils from placement offices in getting 
I
I -I work for which they were fitted or in which any special ability 
I - v I! that t h ey might have had could be utilized." 
I 
l
i A survey i-•Tas made of the curriculum adjustments for the 
1 mentally retarded throughout the nation. On the secondary 
I 
/I level , I'-'1artens reported that the mentally retarded pupils in 
I 
;
1 York City were selected for admission to high school on t h e 
New I 
II .I basis of social and physical maturity and emotional st2.bili ty, 
1 
as well as the ability to profit from the courses given. These 
pupils i-vere assigned to special teachers for academic subjects 
i a11d occupational education. Ro chester, Neu York and Nei-vark, Nevl 
:1 Jersey wer e cities of larg e population having similar programs. 
II ' 
! It vvas found that t here -.:,rere 20 to 25 cities in Ohio having 
I 
1 special classes for the mentally retarded. Niles, a city of 
18,000 in the steel area of the state, gave considerable atten-
1/Alice Channing, "Employment of IVIentally Deficient Boys and 
Girls," Bulletin, 1932, Number 210, United States Department of 
Labq:r,_ \tl ashi:n,g.:ton, :Q._ C. _ p_..__ 69. --
'-
' 
1: 
; 
i; 
1 f) 
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tion to the types of vwrk in the steel mills which the pupils 
I· might expect to enter upon leaving school. Hamilton, a city of 
50,000 had a special teacher in charg e of academic subjects. 
Under the teacher's supervision, the pupils participated i n a 
school-work program during the afternoon. Canton, a city of 
100,000 stressed the all-round development of the child. The 
j: 
j, 
jl 
special curriculum planned for him was life-centered rather than:l 
il 
subject-centered. il 
1: 
Certain common features were found in high-school programs ~ ~ 
I 
throughout the country. In selection of pupils for t h e hi gh-
I 
\: school program, emphasis was placed upon a reasonable amount of 1: 
! 1: 
I' physical and social maturity. The ret arded pupil, once in high 1 I P 
, school, was assimilated into the studentbody in all activities :i 
in which he could participate. The high school was vTilling to 
accept the retarded child and plan for specialized instruction 
which emphasized practical learning experiences that were 
1 closely related to home life, health and sanitation, leisure-
time activities, community civics, and definite job objectives. 
In every possible way the reta rded child was made to feel his 
1 own persona~ worth as an accepted and acceptable member of t h e 
' 1/ 
'i studentbody .;!;:/ 
A comprehensive study was made by r.1cKeon in 1948. Three 
:I 
,, 
il 
~ I 
:I 
II hundred and fifty mentally retarded individuals, equally divided :! 
1: as to sex, were selected by a random sampling technique. They 
' l/Elise H. Ivlartens, Curriculum Adjustments for the Mentally 
, Retarded, Bulletin, 1950, Number 2, United States Department of i 
Health, Education, and \llelfare, Office of Education, \'iashington, ( 
!: D. C. , p. 11. I 
-,..=--=----
,, 
I 
It 
', I 
I' 
'II 
had been trained in special classes in seven different school 
,, 
!I 
,I 1 t~' 
,\ 
:I 
I 
I 
systems of large industrial cities located in four states in the:1 
eastern part of the United States. The data were gathered by 
examination of school records and through personal interviews. 
~ The intelligence quotients for the entire sampling ranged from 
.; 52 to 87. 
;I 
It was found that the systems had many practices and ., 
. policies in common. The most marked differences showed up in 
I 
vocational guidance procedures and the curriculum offerings. 
I 
, One finding emphasized that girls made better adjustments than 
I 
'I 
I 
'I 
1 
boys. Also, it was found that there were certain types of work 1 
I 1! at which the special class graduate can find success. 
fflore than half of the group studied were employed, and 40 
•
1 
percent were self-supporting. Approximately 62 percent had 
: hobbies and the majority considered attendance at the movies the 
I 
j favorite pastime. Less than 30 percent had become delinquent, 
·I 
I 
I 
:; the common charge being larceny. 
.i 
' It 1·ms recommended that occupational information, explora- Ill 
:: 
1
; tory courses, and work experiences be given these pupils, in 
I' 
' viev-1 of t heir difficulty in obtaining initial employment. Shop 
~ ; work should be more fm1ctional. Consumer education must 
. stressed to prepare them to meet actual life situations. 
1 time activities v-1ere important, affording help in forming 
be i 
L . I eJ..sure 
habits \I 
·: of selecting good pictures, good radio programs, good stories, 
1 
and v-1orthv-1hile hobbies.ll 
.. 
· 1/Rebecca r•Iary I•1cKeon, A Comparative Follow-Up Study of !,Centally :1 
!Handicapped Youth Vlho Have Attended Special Class in Six Large · 
·Industrial Communities. Unpublished Doqtor's Dissertation, 
;~B_qs.tOI~ Unive~ij_;y, 1948_. _ ---------~ ___ _ _ __; 
,1 I' 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I• 
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J, Six sheltered workshops for mentally retarded people have :I :! 
been established in the last ten years. Zehnder circulated a 
' questionnaire to state and federal offices of rehabilitation 
' to the territories of Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. From 
: survey it was found that 
L 
and :1 ; 
I 
this ,. 
II 
I· 
:, 
"an evaluation of the total person in light of the capabil- ·
1 ities required by the activity is essential in determining , 
job feasibility . Physical limitations, social adjustment, ;I 
and psychological ability, that is, academic achievement, 
social maturit~t intelligence, and manual dexterity, should i1 
be considered '.':t :i 
training and placing these people. jl 
In 1948 the first state-recognized senior high school pro- ~~ 
l1 gram for mentally handicapped children in Illinois was estab-
1 
:1ished in Jacksonville. Garrison states that a senior high 
I • 
1
, school program shou~d prov~de for school credit for school 
,I supervised part-time work . The general emphasis 1-;i th these 
pupils, he asserted, should be on occupational education.g/ n 
:1 
The California study recommended that job placement service ,I 
I 
I I . 
~n 
I 
high school should provide protection from exploitation, make i· 
:referrals to jobs meeting legal standards for youth employment 
I 
1 and best suited to interests and qualifications of applicants, 
'I I, 
-~:~ solicit jobs only for those about to enter the labor mark et on a li 
Ill Ill/John Zehnder, "Sheltered \rlorkshops for Mentally Retarded lAdul ts," Journal of the International Council for Exceptional I· Children, (May, 1954), 20: 216-222. 
l' yivan K. ~arrison! "A Community Approach to a Scho?l Program . :: 
I, for Except7onal Ch7ldren, 11 Journal of the Internat~onal Counc~l 
1 
· for Except~onal Ch~ldren, (r:Iay, 1953), 19: 313-316. 
li 
I 
1R 
:1 full-time supervised basis 
,1 the-job conflicts.ll 
... and offer timely counsel in on-
On the state school level, Shachoy attempted to make a 
II 
I 
1 follow-up study of the boys who were in his classes in 1948 in :1 
I 
, the Rome State School, Rome, New York. This study was made five :l 
'I 
;i 
I 
· years later to find if these pupils had progressed sufficiently :1 
in their vocational training. Of the 23 studied, 
I 
one was trans-
11 
:; ferred to another institution, one was epileptic, e..nd two were :1 
'I 1 considered incorrig ible and were waiting parole from a state :: 
.
1 
penal institution. Of the remaining 16 boys, 12 were fully self 
I 
supporting, two were partly self supporting and two were totally .: 
·; dependent on their parents. It was found that even in a program il 
:: for pupils '\vi th intelligence quotients lower than those fo~d in :1 
'i special classes in public high schools, there '\vas success '\fl th a 11 
I 
• 
1
; 24-hour curriculum involving vocational training , occupational 
' therapy, academic school work, recreation, social service, and 
1 relig ion. 
I 
Statistics showed that with prolonged academic train- · 
, 'I 
.d ing and no physical handicaps 90 percent of these children are '\ 
I! eventually adjusted to society .Y :1 
In the Illinois project of the summer of 1952, a vocational ! 
· adjustment service was offered to members of one class of four-
1' 
', teen educable mentally handicapped pupils '\vhich included Negro 
,; 1/Leonard Calvert, · "Job Placement Services in California Hi gh 
1 Schools," California Journal of Educational Re search, (January, 
1955), 6: 9-14. 
, g}Gordon R. Shachoy, "Training the }'len t ally Deficient for 
,! Community Adjustment, 11 American Journal of Nental Deficiency, 
, (October, 1954), 59: 226-230. · . 
~ 
I' 
I 
and ivhi te children of both sexes. It was found that parents are 
' an important part of the problem of vocational adjustment. Negro 
I I 
1: pupils tend to be more self-reliant because of the greater free- i 
I 
1! dom allowed them at home and in their neighborhood. Interpretin • 
I 
as a diffi-
1 
I 
1
; these children to a potential employer was described 
I 
1 cult job. 
I' 
:I explained to the employer, giving lack of interest in school 
The positive qualities and specific limitations were 
I I! subjects or parental problems as the explanation of scholastic 
:I 
:I 
I! 
I retardation. Conclusions suggested by the project as reported :I 
: by Trachtman,11Psychologist, Illinois Department of Education, 
:I 
"Educable mentally handicapped children under 18 will 
have great difficulty in securing satisfactory employment l\ 
and, t herefore should be encourag ed, if possible, to con- ! 
tinue school till the age of 18 or beyond. As these child- 'i 
ren express needs for help in seeking employment and in ~~ 
developing social and vocational skills, an increased effort 
by the school should be made to meet these needs. It would :! 
appear that more educable mentally handicapped children ·1 
could become stable, well-adjusted workers if more emphasis , 
were placed on the u~ timate goal of vocational adjustment. .
1 The vocationally oriented, educational approach to mentally · 
retarded children should preferably be concrete and specifib , 
since these children respond more effectively to concrete 
rather than abstract situations." 
!\ 
In the follow-through program at Dearborn, Iviichigan, Hiller~ l 
d 
, teacher of the mentally handicapped has the pupils start on 
1 
small part-time jobs where they can pick up experience. "There 
11 
1 is no substitute school train~ng that can compare with on-the-jo~ 
: training , Here, the students learn the real thing. 11Y 
I• 
' 
1/Alvin Trachtman, "An Exploratory Program for the Vocational I 
!Adjustment of Mentally Handicapped Adolescents," American Journal 
of I1ental Deficiency, (January, 1954), 58: 424-430. ~· 
I 
g}Laivrence E. IVIiller, "A Follow-Through High School Program for 
;'l the l'~entally Hand~capped," American Journal of l'·1ental Deficienc 1 , 
: (Apr~l_,_ _ l95-4 58.. 25.3..,.-256. __ . _ ...:_...::._ --= _ 
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I· 
Dr. \'lesley i/lhi te, the Director of Education and Training, 
' Southbury Training School, Connecticut believes that, 
. I: 
"If possible, everyone should be trained to \<TOrk with 
a purpose of earning a living to support himself ••• For 
the mentally retarded, training in specific skills may be 
of value. Training in good work habits and dependability 
is essential ••• Education for the mentally retarded must 
be training for life, living as one must live, as good a !,l 
life, as full i/life, as useful a life as one's capabil-
ities permit." 
According to Dr. Sol L. Warren, Supervisor of Chronic 
Disease Services, New York State Education Department, 
"In the Federal-State rehabilitation program we adhere. 
~o the principle that none of our efforts in behalf of the ·I 
handicapped are worth one \vhit unless there is a job at the:! 
end of the trail. The job is the payoff for everything ' 
that goes before, and everything that g oes before can be :· 
justified o~y insofar as it contributes to eventua l job 
placement." 
There are certain problems in job placement. One is the 
unsound a ttitude of parents toward their mentally retarded 
children; another is the availability of sui table jobs for this ;: 
group ; a nd a third is the attitude of the employer toward hiring 
.1 the retarded. Placement and follOI'l-up of the mentally retarded 
I 
II 
I 
involve t wo areas of difficulty . One is the individual 's own 
deficiencies, such as social incompetency, personal inadequacy, 
:! academic ·weakness, and physical difficulties. The other com-
,I 1: pri s es those factors th~t originate out s ide the reta rded person, 
1
,, 
'I 
,( 
such as unenlightened employers and parents Iii th unreasonable ·1 I 
' 1/lvesley Dale Hhi te, "Education for Life Adj u stment ," American 
': Journal of Hen t al Deficiency, (January , 1955), 59: 404-407. 
,: ,g/Sol L. iilarren, "Problems in t h e Placement and Follm-r- Up of 
l~entally Retarded", American Journal of Mental Deficiency, 
: (January, 1955 ), 59: 408-412. 
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the 11 
'I 
I 
' I 
2i 
I 
:1 
I, 
1/ 
and uncooperative attitudes. 
II 
:I 
;· 
I 
At the Norris J. Solomon Clinic for the Rehabilitation of '1 
Retarded Children, serving all retarded children from birth to 
fourteen years who live in Brooklyn, it was found that "The 
social -vmrker or teacher should go beyond just helping parents 
to 1 accept 1 mentally retarded children. What is needed is con- 11 
I 
crete management help which will provide these parents with som 
measuie of success as parents.l/ 
Numerous studies have shown that chance circumstances more 
often than well considered choices determine the occupations 
1 entered by most pupils , and, thus, many enter occupations for 
I 
! which they are definitely unsuited. HeaVy- financial loss to the;l 
results from such unv1ise ~; individual and to the employer often 
,i 
II 
:I .\ occupational choices. On account of the constantly grovling 
' 
I 
·J 
I 
·I 
II 
'I 
complexity of industry and business, with more and more differ- :j 
ent kinds of occupations, the need for assistance in choosing ! 
·• 
occupations increases year by year. Thus meeting the needs of 
youth, vocational guidance has become a major social responsi-
bility. 
11 A vocational guidance program is incomplete if it 
does not include a placement service. The placement office 
of a school system helps youth to sell their services in a 1 
favorable market . \fell administered, it strengthens the 1\ 
rest of the program and builds up the prestige of the ,, 
schools in the community. The follow-up~ervice is a much ,' 
neglected and very challenging service." 
' 1/Rudolph P. Hormuth, "Case ·work Approaches," Exceptional Child, ·: 
1 
"[March, 1954) 20: 253-258. '1 
'i 
'I 1 ~George E. Myers, Principles and Techniques of Vocational 
' Guidance, :r.TcGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1941, p. 129. 
---. -::. --r-
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I 
What could be a more practical form of democracy in action 
than a vocational program which has the ultimate objective of 
making it possible for every person to function at his highest 
earning power and, therefore, to give full expression to his 
obligations and opportunities as a citizen? Higher earning I 
power means not a temptation to extravagance or undue stresses J, 
on material standards, but a first approach to an adequate stan ' 
I 
I 
I :
1 
dard of living, 
,I State Studies J 
!
1
' Several follow-up studies have been made in recent years i 
I I' 
'··I Nassachusetts. One hundred and fifteen mentally retarded peopld 
I
Ii who had left the special class in a large industrial city were 
il !' studied. The I.Q. range was 35 to 90, with a mean I.Q. of 65. 
! 
Of the 31 girls studied, 18 were employed, four were unemployed,j 
and two were in reform school on charges of vagrancy, larceny, II 
1: II and assault and battery. Of the 84 boys studied, 55 were em- I 
ployed, 11 unemployed, four in military service and eight in 
I 
i' 
'I correctional institutions -- two for life as defectives. 
il,l The academic records showed that the needs of the child 
were not being met where institutional cases, discipline cases, 
and mentally retarded were all together, so the real aim of 
II special education was lost in this school having the three ,, 
1: groups together. Belo·w 50 I.Q. should not be in the special 
I; class should the discipline cases as the mentally retarded nor 
child was not getting the help he needed. A change in re-
I 
I 
I 
i 
!I 
I 
ferral and placement was essential. Donahue concluded that II 
2-
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II 
II 
l1 
1:-it - was" neces.sary that these children work to capacity and reach 
1: j; the highest level of achievement possible for them before they 
1:1eave school. 
I' 
It \vas found that the majority \vere successful in J! 
!unskilled or semi-skilled vmrk. There was a need for pre-voca-
!tional training. The establishment of a vocational school to 
,supplement the special class training or a part-time work-school 
!;placement prog ram with the cooperation of the local industries 
jmade the transfer from school to vmrk easier for these people as 
1
/they had self-assurance in the knowledge that they were trained 
lfor a place in the world of work.1./ 
I 
I' 
1 The same year Kinneen made a follmv-up study in a community 
!: 
j. 
1: 
., 
'I 
:i 
'I 
J:suburban to a large metropolitan city to determine hov-1 the mem-
11bers of a special class had a djusted vocationally and socially 
!,and to find out if their needs had been met so as to enable them 
,. :i 
Pto become upright citizens, self-supporting and independent. ii 
;Eighty-two persons were investigated, 18 of whom were traced and 
I 
1
;int ervi ewed with the help of the state social worker. The I. Q. 
range was 45 to 96 for the boys and 52 to 80 for the girls. 
I 
!I 
:I 
:I 
;About 62 percent of the boys and 41 percent of the girls left 
I 
I; 
I 
1
;school at 16. The majority lived in averag e homes. None of the 
1
1 
l
lgirls were delinquent. Of the 87 boys studied, H were found to I' 
~ave been delinquent at least once. Eighty four percent of the 
1:boys and 68 percent of the girls had been employed. Sixteen ~ ercent of the boys and 32 percent of the girls had never been 
I 
l1 
II 
17!'-'Iary Theresa Donahue, A Follow-Up Study of a Group of I'-'lentally . 
1Retarded Children \vho Left the Special Classes in a Large Indus- I, 
'trial City During the Years 1931-1941. Unpublished Thesis, 
2 '·1-. _..._ 
'Boston University, 1948. 
~~-=~~~==~~--~~-==----=~~~~==~=.~.==~~--
'I 
i 
I 
;, 
l:emplo;;d: - More than 50 percent had had steady e~ployment since 
I 
'leaving school. 
!I 
It vms recommended that a survey be made of the 
~ocal industries and a bureau of vocational guidance be estab-
~ ished to maintain contact with local employers. A follow-up :i 
service to guide pupils during the first two or t hree years, after 
'· 
'leaving school also was recommended.l/ 
li In 1950, Narshall made a similar study from special class es 
The hundred boys in thi s study had I. Q.'s from 60 liin Vl orces ter. 
!:to 94. Of this g roup 24 percent were found to be delinquent . 
I; 
1Ninety percent enjoyed r adio, sport s , and movies. Ninety-eight 
I 
;P ercent had b een employed for more than 50 percent of the time. 
·I 
i:The larg es t number obta ined employment in machine and shoe shops . j' 
iNost of tbe group vTere employ ed in unskilled and s emi-skilled 
,, 
work . It vms urged tha t a guidance program be started for 
II 
11specia l class pupils and that a survey of loca l work opp ortun-
l;i ties and jobs be made, with job p l a cement and follm..;r-up for 
,'vocational adjustment . An adjusted curricula to meet the actual 
!;needs of spec ial class pupils also vms recommended.Y 
1: 
I' 
Clifford · made a survey of t h e same community as Donahue . 
,S ev enty-nine boys and 22 girls who had left the sp~cial class 
'from ~une 1941 through June 1948 were studied. The I. Q. rang e 
,. 
I 
:, 
!I 
.I 
;was from 32 to 112. This study p roved that if the s ocial malad- 1: 
I : 
l.i7Hary J:lfar garet Kinneen, A Follow-Up Study of Sp ecial- Class Pupils 
lin a Community Suburban to a Larg e 1Vietropol i tan City , Unpublished ' 
·r,Iaster's 'rhesis, Boston University , 1948. ·1 I, 
12/Nora Agne s Narshall, A Follow-Up Study of One Hundred Boys vlho 
'!Attended Special Class 2._1_ Two Jtmior Hi gh Schools in \vorcester, 
Massachusetts, From January, 1 938 to January , 1948, Unpublished !. 
, he sis , Boston University, 1950. j: • 
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-- lr usted, institutional;. ,.,;d the mentally retarded .are in a school I 
~ hat is , prepared to handle only one, the mentally retarded, the l 
I eal aim of specia~ education is lost. The socially maladjusted 
1
, 
reed clinical help rather than placement in special class. The 
lbentally retarded with some potentialities for social competency 
,, . 
ll hould be placed in special class and the non-educable placed in 
~  institution. There was need for appraisal and reorganization 
lof the basic program, i.e., one fundamentally different from that i 
il 
'usually offered normal children. There must be differences also 
I 
~ ithin the program to meet the particular needs of all. There 
l1 · · .r 
was need for greater integration of the school and the horne.ll 
I 
In 1949, O'Brien made a follow-up study of one hundred girls 
.who gradua.ted from the Vocational School in \'i'orcester during a 
' en year period. It vTaS found that homemaking should be an 
I 
., · mportant part of training of girls of lower mentality, partly 
i[ or employment but mostly for life situations within the home. 
:I 
;!J:t viaS added that, ''A most effective medium in helping pupils to 
,, 
I 
lmake 
: ~ orne 
II 
~rise educational and occupational plans and to develop whole~ 
personalities is through a well organized guidance program. 1 
1 JLn 
., 
From Preston's study of 136 classes in 61 towns and cities 
Nassachusetts it was found that there was a great need for I 
I 
:f ureaus of vocational guidance in special classes as well as good! 
'I 
!Mary Frances Clifford, A Follow-Up Study of a Group of Mentally 
'
Retarded Children Who Left the Special Classes in a Large Indus-~rial City During the Years 1941- 1948. Unpublished Master's ~ 
Thesis, Boston University, 1950. 
lv.2 Nae Elizabeth O'Brien, A Follow-Up Study of Girls \tlho Gra duated . 
~rom the Vocational School at Worcester, Massachusetts, During th . 
w·ears 1939 - 1947. Unpublished l'Vlaster' s Thesis, Boston University ~ 
'j-949. - ·· - 1 
I I I 
:I 
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' contact between the special classes ru1d local employers.11 
i 
I Keefe made a study to aid 20 mentally retarded boys who 
il 
,J 
had :1 
:I 
q 
!I a mean I. Q. of 75.5 in making g radual and helpful adjustment 
' I 
1from school life to occupational life. It was found that the 
.majority of the boys were anxious to work, and that they v-1ere 
II 
:j I, 
content to remain on a simple type of job. The skills necessary 1 
r 
II 1
for t h e jobs they could perform seemed to be concerned chiefly 
:l wi th strength, dexterity, and coordinat ion, or those actions 
I 
·:which are required for semi-skilled and unskilled occupations.£/ 
~ I 
:I 
1 
Johnson made a study in 1948 of 366 pupils in 26 special ;,\ 
;classes for mentally reta rded children. The I. Q. was from 45 , 
:l04. From her study it was concluded that more careful diagnosis:! 
:s hould be made before placing children in the special classes 11 
" I 1
:since t h e I . Q . rang e was so g reat tha t per haps some needed remed- ;! 
ial ·work or other clinical technique rather t han s pecial class J 
placement. Placement and follow-up of pupils might well become a li 
,, 
part of every special class. Trained counselors might be provided 
I I : ~ o aid teachers in carrying out such a program. 
1 
There was little evidence of vocational guidance as such in 
't hese classes and no provision was made for vwrk-school programs, 'I 
I 
1/Eleanora Prestininzi Pr eston, A Survey of 136 Special Classes 
,lin Nassachusetts, Unpublished Service Pap er, Boston University, 
•1949 . 
I 
I 
I 
- ~ /Narjorie Veronica Keefe , The· Relation and Application of Inte-. I 
grated Handwork Skills to Occupational Skills for an Advanced 
Group of r1entally Retarded Boys, Unpublished Service Paper, 
~aston University, 1945. 
I 
I 
' I 
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:1 vmrk outside of school time , or placement through guidru1.ce 
1 service, as wel l as not providing for follow- up after school 
i . 11 I serv1ces . 
I 
A study of 100 girls who left vocational school at the end 
1 
'. of gr ade nine were studied 
I 
to discover l'lhat social and vocationa I 
1 adjustments they had made . 
I 
Slightly l ess t han half the girls 
1 v1ere employed, and of t hese 70 percent had made direct applica-
: tion for the jobs . The clothing industry skills were t hos e most 
: used by t h e girls. l'lru1.y suffered much stres s i n making economi c 
; a d j ustment s . Becaus e most of the girls int ended t o marry young , 
I 
i i t was c oncl .ude d t heir e duc a tion s hould be c onc erned with h e lp- I 
1 i ng t hem pr epare to become home makers . A definite n eed fo r b ot~ 
I 
I group instruction and i ndivi dual counseling f or t h e purpos e of 
equ i pp i ng t hes e young people for the responsibilities of f amily 
~~ living was r ecognized . Little resourcefulness vias apparent i n 
11 s p ending leisure time. Having endeavored to develop in t h es e 
' 
I gi r l s of t he slovr-learning group abilities and attitudes to 
pr epare t h em to t ake t heir part i n commmli t y life , some follovl-
up work in their behalf was a real necessity.Y 
Local Studies 
Th ere have been two follov1-up studies of special class 
1 pupils i n Ne-v1ton. The first -vms made in 1941 by Roberta Kellogg ~ 
'11/.Annie Catherine Johnson, A Comparative Study of 26 Special 
!classe s for r1entally-Retarded Pupils, Unpublished Master ' s 
iTh esi s , Boston University, 1948 . 
£.1 Jmna Marie Lee, A Follmti-Up Study of One Hundred Girls ii'ho 
Attended , During the Years 193.8-1947 , Vocational School at 
V/orcesterb rlla s sachus etts and \•lho Left the School Before Graduat-
-Tng, Unpu lished Hast-er 1 s Thesi si -Boston Dn-iversity , - 1949 ; - -
I . 
I 
I 
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· One hundred males vrho had been in Nevrton special classes betvJ'een ~ 
, 1927 and 1 936 and '\vere older than 16 on January 1940 v1ere used '1 
I 
:! in the study. It was an endeavor to find out what social, econ- ~ 
:' omic, and personal adjustments had been made and to use the stud~~ 
as a basis to determine '\vhat furt h er educational and vocational : 
.I I tra ining might be set up which would better meet the needs of 
' 
1 these individuals by giving more training in health, citizenship : 
:1 academic subjects, and the industrial arts. It was found that 
:: most of t he boys left school at 16. Seventy-nine of the persons : 
;I studied came from homes of foreign background. Of the 87 who 
I 
, were employable, 82 had vmrked at some time and five had never 
II 
' worked. They had been employed in unskilled or semi-skilled 
crafts. Thirty-five percent had court records, five percent 
served time, and one percent were in prison at the time of the 
survey. The need of the study was to evaluate what was being 
:; done in thes e classes when measured in terms of the citizenship :J 
.;;- -·-···-----
ultimately obtained. It was a continual progress chart of the 
: school's accomplishment and a means of so changing and bettering 
I I 
i 
: the program of education for the mental defectives that they .1 
,I 
1
• could be sent forth into t he world equipped with certain habits, ,' 
,, 
' attitudes, and abilities \vhich vrould make them an asset to our 
; democracy. 
It was recommended that a bureau of vocational and social 
1 
guidance be set up, a follov1-up program to serve as a means of 
evaluation of educational and guidance procedures be established, 
I 
; and a comprehensive record card be kept of the pupil's school 
life • The study urged bette:z: ~ntegratio~~f the _schoo~, ~orne_, 
29 
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ij let the boys leave school when they might be at that point in 
il their lives when they 'i'Wuld best prepare to benefit by further 
· training. The youth should be trained, it was stated, in ways 
•' 
I 
of living, in vocational preparation, and in meeting social 
situations. These youth would be eager to take advantage of any; 
guidance they could get , if there were some kind of vocational 
placement bureau organized and administered by understru1ding 
people.ll 
The second study in Newton was made in 1949 by I>larcia 
Crombie. That was an evaluation of the educational achievement 
q of a group of children who were assigned to a special class be-
ll cause of mental or educational retardation. It included 18 
1
j pupils, nine of whom comprised the special-class group and nine 
I who were in regular classes but who came to the special-class 
room for help in one or more subjects each day. The data were 
obtained through home visitation, conferences, and cumulative 
1 records of the pupils. The I.Q. range was 46 to 109. All 18 
:1 made a gain in educational growth. The least gain was made by 
~ I -
:· those vli th I . Q . 's from 45 to 56, and the greatest by those with 
I.Q.'s from 80 to 84. 
It -vms concluded that the educational growth of a retarded 
child is necessarily limited by his level of intellectual matur-
. ity , i.e., there are limits beyond w·hich he can not achieve. 
il 
;1 1/Roberta Neade Kellogg, A Follow-Up Study of One Hundred l\'Ial es 
I vfuo Spent Some Time in the Special Classes in the Public Schools 
1! of Newton, lVJ:assachusetts, Unpublished ~laster' s Thesis, Boston 
" University, 1938. __ _ 
--.! - ---
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· The study also concluded than an educational program centered I 
I, 
about t h e n e eds of the individual results in educational grmvt h I 
for t h e seriously r eta r ded child as well as fo r t he child with a ! 
higher level of int ellectual ability. The ment al l y reta r ded 
chi ld i s happy i n a class vThe r e t h e \·mrk i s cent er ed about hi s 
i n t erest s and n eeds . The clas s mora l was hi gh in a school sit ua-i-
IJ 
tion ~r;rhere ea ch child was 1-rorking at hi s owfl level of' a chievement 
. 
!J 
;I 
and he had evidences of progress . A thorough knovlledge of a 
11 
child , his needs, int eres t s , abi lit ies and limita t ions , together :~ 
I 1-ri t h an understand i ng of hi s home life and total environment ;; 
1 
1·1ere ur ged as a better program for each individual chil d .1/ 
Recapitula tion 
From the revievT of t he literature it is my belief that all :! 
ill 
children r egardles s of menta l handicap should be given t h e best 1 
I 
il possible educa t i on for t h eir full · development. Th ere should be ;i 
I' . 
s pecial classes organized for t he mentally retarded chi l d and 
I· 
. there should be more careful diagnosis of t he individual 's poten~ 
I, 
: tialities before pl acement in t h es e clas ses. Once a child enters,. 
I; 
; a special class , adequate provi s ion should be made to provid e 
d 
1; material at the pupil's menta l and interes t level. Cumula tive !, 
,. 
' records should be kept to ob s erve the grov1th and developmen t of q 
: each individual. Each pupil should be encouraged to remain in 
s chool beyond his 1 6t h yea r and , i f s ocially and emotionally 
I, II !: accept able, he s hould b e enc ourag ed to continue t hrough second-
1 
' 1/Narcia H. Crombie, An Evaluation of t h e Educational Grm,rth of 
'
1 a Group of Retarded Children, Unpublished Service Paper, Bo s ton 
~----_, Unive~sit~, 1~49. ~ 
! 
--- -I 
:1 ary school special class • 
. I 
'; In the special class the pupil should be trained for life. 
!I He should learn to become socially acceptable and to function at 
his highest earning capacity in order to be self-supporting. 
There should be stress laid on teaching homemaking and develop-
ing habits of good leisure time activities. All pupils should 
be given vocational training to develop specific habits and 
,I 
;j skills for unskilled or semi-skilled labor. Vocational guidance 
;
1 
should be provided to guide the pupil into the right job and hel~ 
1 in personal adjustment to an occupation. A job placement servic ' 
I 
:! should be established in all schools to enlighten employers and 
l1 
1i help place students in job areas where they would find success . 
I 
1 A trained counselor should have a follow-up service for these 
I i pe.ople. Through this service help could be obtained for voca-
:l tional or personal adjustments that might be needed during the 
11 first few years of employment. This service would provide 
!! greater integration of school, home; and community. 
'I 
IJ 
" I' 
I 
I 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY 
I! 
I· 
This follow- up s tudy involves onl y 12 people; t herefor e t he ~~ 
survey stres ses t h e pers onal element. At the pres en t t i me the I 
ages in t he group r ange from 21 to 25. The period covered i s 
1t hree and a half years. Through personal observation it was 
'I poss ible to note any change in the individual or in the home, as 
I 
I 
1
well as to note any conflict in the home with the changing pat-
1 
·terns. To observe social adjustments made by these people, group 
meetings were held. Vocational adjustments were determined by 
I 
qu estionnaires and by a visit to the place of employment. 
questionnaires were completed and three meetings arranged for 
each person. 
In October, each member of the class was invited to the 
.writer's home for a social evening. Ten of the 12 members of 
I 
I 
group accepted. Of the two who did not, one was in the Armed 
Forces in Korea. The other, a girl, was ill in a hospital. 
the' 
II 
II 
Through the various conversations in this social experience, it ji 
.was possible to observe each individual's ad justment to a life 1j 
situation. The meeting was a procedure of observing 
relation to the whole group. It was possible in the 
I 
a person in ; 
meeting to 1\ 
,observe any change or growth in personal app€arance, social 
II 
d il 
., 
!adaptability, and emotional stability. The follow-up study was 
I 
' explained and each person filled in the Questionnaire for Person ,1 
33 
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i 
I 
rl I' . 
:\ al Group Interview and the Vocational Adjustment Data Sheet. ( Se1' 
Appendix 1,2) To check on first observations, a second social 
I 
il evening was arranged. It was a dinner meeting in Boston and 
11 involved social adaptability in a public place instead of in the :' 
!privacy of a home. 
II An appointment. was made later with each individual for a 
i home visit, and at this time the purpose of the visit was empha-
.. sized and gratitude expressed for the individual's cooperation. 
During the home visits, an objective observation was the intent, 
with close attention being given to the facts and avoidance of 
I! 
praise or blame. To limit the field of observation an Individual 
!Personal Interview Data Sheet was used by the writer. (See Appen-
dix 3) I A list of factors to check were personal characteristics,!. 
~ health, relationship with the immediate family, socio-economic ii 
'! status of the family, and anything that made the person different, 
such as size, appearance, interests, hobbies, or attitudes. In 
I 
checking hobbies and activities of these individuals, tangible 
I 
evidence was requested. 
A visit was made to place of employment to complete the 
vocational information needed for each person. The Employer 
I 
11 Interview Schedule was used to limit the scope of the interview. 
ij (See Appendix 4) 
To round out the information on each individual, a variety 
I 
of other sources was tapped. The cumulative school record cards 
of each were read. (See Appendix 5-8) The test record card 
,showing intellectual growth was reviewed: (See Appendix 9) the 
anecdotal records previously written concerning any unusual behav~ 
'·-
3 ,1 ·.J" 
1\ 
!i 
i/ 
i 
,lior was reread; and a summary was made of the individual' s growth: 
!according to these school records. The physical and medical 
·:history of each person was obtained from the permanent Health 
~Record card. (See Appendix l.O) The vJ elfare Department of the 
:rei ty furnished information regarding financial assistance given 
jany of the families at any time. The Family Service Bureau made 
I 
'/ information available regarding help this agency had given these 
li 
i! people. Voting registrations were checked at the city clerk's 
I' The police court records were checked for misde-,office. any 
II The employment office meanors. at the high school provided a 
·l record of the various jobs held by these poeple. 
;I From the information collected from these various sources, 
1from the material collected by the questionnaire, and from per-
il jsonal observation, it was possible to write a case study of each 
I !person. 
11 The case study for each individual includes: 
Description of the person 
Home background 
Physical and -medical history 
School history 
Vocational development 
Personal and social information 
Summary of findings. 
•' ; 
" 
I 
' i' 
I, 
., 
I 
this case study is written on observed facts rather than fleet~ 
ling impressions, it will have value. After all of the case 
'I 
ij histories are completed and reviewed a summary vlill be made to 
' 
,I determine if the special class curriculum met the needs of its 
I I members. 
II 
lj 
j! 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE INDIVIDUAL CASES 
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I 
Case "A" 
1932-2-26 
II Description of the person.-- "A" is about average in size 
llas compared with other young women. She is attractive in appear- I 
1ance with black wavy hair and shining bright blue eyes. She has ,,i, 
!'a friendly smile and a pleasing personality. Her manner is quiet I 
I I 
and her voice well modulated. She suffers some spasticity of the ! 
~ eft leg and walks with a slight limp. Her left arm is slightly 
~ withered and her left hand, paralyzed. She keeps the hand out 
1: 
1
1sight as much as possible, so the deformity is not readily 
noticed. 
I 
I 
Home background.-- "A's" parents were both born in Ireland I 
~d came to this country when they were first married. The II 
1
mother can't remember whether she went to school for two years or j 
.I 
'three; and she claims the father had the same amount of schooling ~ 
i:• A" is the youngest of four children, having an older sister and !I 
!t wo older brothers. About seven years separated her from the nex~ 
When "Au was born, she evidentally was not wanted ,,older child. 
by the father because, when he found she was partially spastic, 
'I 
lhe left home and has not been seen by the family since. The 
lr other has received state aid since "A" was born. l The family lives in a tenement located along the main line 
I, 
~ f the Boston and Albany Railroad. It is on the third floor over 
11 
1a hardware store. There is no central heat, telephone, or obviou~ 
1luxuries. The mother is overly protective in spite of the girl 
\peing married. The girl lives at home because her husband is 
1:~ - -----
11 
I· 
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Physical and medical history.-~ "A" was born partially 1 
'! paralyzed on one side. Her left leg is definitely spastic, and ! 
I 
h er left arm is with ered and the hand paralyzed. When she was in
1
j 
1
kindergarten, she suffered many convulsions, which resulted in a 
I 
i 
1
ipoor attendance record at school. During that summer, she was 
I 
1hospitalized and a treatment found 
I' 
which has kept her convulsions ! 
li under control. She had chickenpox at a g e six, measles at seven, 
1and mumps at eight. Since her tenth birthday, she has had no 
)' seriou s or contagious illness. Her vision is good, and the 
11 Hea l t h department has seen tha t her teeth have been kept in good 
~~ condition. During her last yea r at school, there was evidence 
11 that h er pelvis was slightly tipped. One night during that year 
jl s h e experienced her first convulsion in 12 years. It took 30 
11
minutes for her to return to normalcy, and she was hospitaliz ed 
'; again for a 
II 
week's study and now has new medication which keeps 
1t h e convulsions under control. 
I 
I 
I 
,, 
:I 
'I 
II 
II 
II 
,I 
!I 
il 
! II School history.-- 11 A11 was absent so much her first year i n 1 
'I 
!kindergarten that 
li dance was better. 
I 
she repeated it. Th e second year her atten-
She was shy and retiring and needed much 
II 
II 
II encouragement. In pre-primary she gained the confidence she 11 
I needed_ and enj oy_ed being wit~ other children. Physically she was ,! 
--r- - --- - - -- ---=---= -, = =~--
:1 
I 
II 
II ,, 
" I 
'I 
I 
tnot 
I up to the standards of the others because of her handicap. :i 
! 
' In the first and second grade she improved in every way. In the 
1 
': third grade it was noted she was reading on the second grade 
I 
I level and was slow in arithmetic. In a Kuhlman Anderson test 
I' 
:! she had an I. Q. of 85. She was a sweet child and did very well 
·t 
; considering her affliction. A Binet test was requested in the 
I . 
1, fifth grade because "A" was having difficulty in accomplishing 
the work. Her I.Q. was 79. Her chronological age was 12 as 
!; 
li compared to her mental age of nine years, eight months. Her 
,I 
tj abilities were quite consistently well developed at about two 
'• 
I 
I 
' years lower than her mental age. Her teacher reported her doing . 
the best she could but because of limited. ability, making little , 
.progress. She was helpful and cooperative and in spite of not i ,I 
., 
I 
1 passing would go on to the next grade. In the next grade she wa~' 
1 
placed in the slowest moving group and, having good work habits, 
h 
progressed with this group. At the end of ninth grade she was 
sixth grade in English and mathematics. She was noted for her 
1 
quiet, industrious manner and her friendly cooperation. She was 
I placed in the special class in high school. She was successful 
·in this class. Her I.Q. from the Otis Quick Scoring test was 79.'· 
I 
!She took all the homemaking courses she could. She did baby 
sitting to make money after school. Her mother had decided that 
I I 
if she were to die before "A" became self-supporting, the best 
I 
1
1way for her to have a home was to be a maid. The mother was most, 
insistent on "A" having as much practical experience in homemak-
ing as the school could possibly give her. During the summer of 1 
1her second year in this _class, . she .went _ to the J.Vlassachusetts 
,' ,. 
39 
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State Employment Service and obtained a job working in a 
nut shop. In her senior year at school she worked there 
time. Her only social life in high school was that afforded by I[ 
1 
the social activities of the class. \1 
11 Vocational development.-- During the summer of her junior 11 
II yea.r at high school "A" obtained a job at a doughnut shop throug~ 
the state employment service. She held the job part-time during \ 
I her senior year and is still working there. She started work at 
I; I 
I 50 cents an hour, part-time, drew 75 cents an hou~ full time \ 
I i 
when she graduated, and nov1 90 cents an hour. The personnel 11 
!i officer with whom I spoke thought "A" was rather slow to learn 11 
! ~ I :1 but thought it was because of her physical handicap rather than 
111 
1
l any mental deficiency. Novr she does a g ood job and is well , 
tl 
\\ liked by all the employees and customers . She would turn to the 11 
ii boss for any help in the store, but to her mother for any other I I I 
11 h elp. 
1
1 Personal and social information.-- "A" lives at h ome in 
\spite of being married. She is still dominated by her elderly 
i 
I: mother. She supports herself and contributes to her mother's 
1 supp ort. She does have life insurance, savings bonds and a 
il savings account. She is saving to buy furniture and for a down 
li payment on a home when her husband returns from Germany. The 
1: 
!I 
!I 
,I 
I i only charity she supports is church missions. She is a very 
:I 
1
devout girl and her life centers around the church. She never 1 
4 
l: misses any special service the church holds. In her leisure time:
1 
'l she occasionally goes to the movies or goes bowling with one of 'I 
__ ~__, __ ~: th:_ former ~el!lber~ _of the class. She reads Tru~- Storx ml>gazine ~ __ _ 
I ;i 
,I 
I 
- - - --
- --------1~,--an-- d 
enjoys the dramatic plays on radio or television, when sh e 
II 
I' is able to see it at a relative's home. If she shops, she has 1 
collecting things for her future home. She has found I 
arithmetic the most valuable course in her job, cooki ng \I 
valuable in her everyday living , and English most im- I 
I 
ji pleasure 
I' business 
1' the most 
I I portant 
'I 
il 
' she had 
I 
d 
She wishes I 
taken driver education and typing, not realizing that heJ 
in her leisure time and to all round use. 
II paralyzed hand would have made typing an impossibility. 11 
II 
I 
,I 
II 
II Summary of findings.-- "A" was very immature all through 
I 
1: school. She could not make any decisions without conferring wit~ 
!her mother. During her senior year, she met a very nice trade 
! school boy at one of our class parties. He became interested in 
lj 
periodlJ, j! her and two years later married her. During that two-year 
1\ he teased her so much about being a mother's girl that she final~ 
I 
;j started to become assertive. Today, there is a noticeable chang~ 
I 
1 in the girl. She has a positive approach to most things a.nd has , 
!\ gained confidence in herself in every-day activities. She is 
I 
I 
: still the same sweet, pleasing girl she always was. When she 
! entered high school, she was dependent on her mother for all her I 
tl meals; now, she does the cooking, and she claims she learned all li 
her cooking techniques at high school. She is well adjusted to 
!\ life i n spite of her over-protective mother. 
I 
'I 
I 
I 
4i 
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Case "B" 
1932-7-10 
I 
I! 
I. 
l\- -
II 
I 
II 
Description of the person.-- "B" is a vivacious blonde who , 
I 
· is continually smiling. She is always neat and clean and appro-
, priately dressed. She has large blue eyes which she uses to at- · 
I 
, tract the opposite sex. 
,I 
Home background.-- "B" is an only child. The father, who I 
II 
;' 
d 
1 died when "B" was a baby, was born and educated through high 
' school in the city of Boston. The mother was born and educated 
· in Newton. She completed only seven grades. Both parents are 
first-generation Irish in this country. The mother receives 
·. widow's aid from the state. She and her daughter live in the 
Italian section of the city in a three-room duplex house. Their 11 
. living room and kitchen are on the first floor, and the one bed- 1 
I 
'1 room and lavatory are on the second floor. There is no bath tub ,
1 I 
•central heat, or fireplace. They own no luxuries, such as a 
piano or automobile. Until the girl worked permanently, there 
I 
· was no telephone, television or automatic re~rigeration. Three 
daily newspapers are read in the home, -- the local paper, a 
pictorial scandal sheet, and one of the reputable family papers 
of Boston. No magazines are seen around the home. 
I' 
I 
The mother and daughter are very fond of each other. There )J 
·I 
.is a feeling in the home that the occupants are relaxed and in 
I ~ 
I 
harmony, and understanding with each other. Both mother and 
,daughter are very active socially. I The mother has a good person-~ 
lality, and she has many friends, with whom she plays cards four r 
II 
II 
., 
42 
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home either, has many social !! 
II 
==-i~ 
nights a week. The girl, seldom at 
II 
!'engagements with members of the opposite sex and bowling 
I 
with her l 
I 
!girl friends. Because the mother is so active socially, the girl ~ 
d 
;,in following suit, is usually the one to plan social activities 
I I 
:with her former school friends. With this active social life 
q 
!'there is no time for mother or daughter to read books or maga-
l 
1: 
\izines . Furthermore, the girl is the restless type and would not ~: 
~ ake time to read. Neither mother nor daughter has a hobby or 11 
spends time making things with her hands. 1\lost of their leisure I; 
II 
time is spent outside the home. 
Physical and medical history.-- II "B" was a very hea.l thy chil .1• 
r hen she entered school , she was large for her age and very ro-
ll 
· ,bust. During kindergarten she had chickenpox and measles. In 
:1 . 
,flrst grade she had whooping cough but no other children's dis-
' 
ease st. The next year, she broke her leg toward the end of the 11 
;term but missed only one month of schooling. The next year she 'I 
1suffered a severe case of blepharitis, an inflammation of the eye+ ~ ids for which she was treated at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
~ nfirmary. Glasses were not recommended at that time, but two 
years later she had a siege of having styes on ~er eyes and was 
~ itted to glasses after they were healed. The glasses were 
ibhanged three years later when she was in the sixth grade , and 
1again in tenth grade; and she was able to do away with them by 
II ~ ime she entered the twelfth grade. 
the 
II, She had an excellent health 
record in high school. 
I 
Jl School history.-- "B" entered from St. John's }'rench 
!, 
1The mother thought the problem of her learning English and 
I 
I 
School ij 
French 1 
-1 ---- __ I_ 
,· had proved, after almost three years, too difficult for the girl JI 
St. John's would not transfer her, so she entered the first grade, 
I, 
,' in the middle of the year. She was slow but, because the teacher 
felt she could do better work, she was allowed to stay with her 
group and entered the second grade. In a Kuhlman Anderson test 
she had an I.Q. of 86. In the second grade she was lazy, rest- I' 
· less, and at times disobedient. 1 She did not finish a task u.nless1 
I 
· urged to do so. The mother admitted she was spoiled. In the 
I 
rl 
;I third grade she was unstable and made little effort to do her 
work. The fourth grade teacher found her unwilling to work. II 
I 
,She was a slow, erratic reader. She was always minding other 
people's business instead of applying herself. In a Revised 
:~ Stanford Binet test given at the end of the year '\'Then her · chronoJ 
I logical age was 12-4, her mental age was 7-8, with _an I.Q. of 10. 
I 
It was recommended she be sent to grade five on trial for a year I' 
,before being placed in special class at the junior high school. 1
1 At the end of the trial year she was reading at t~e second grade 1 
level, was still a very poor worker, was inattentive, and did noJI 
. II 
get along · with her peers. Before entering special class she was I 
I 
·given a Binet Form 1 test, which reflected an I.Q. of 66. 
r 
She found it hard to adjust to the special class group. The ! 
· academic work was hard for her, but it was felt 
. ing up to her mental ability because she didn't 
she was not work~\ 
·I 
stick to any job 
that was difficult. Her mother did things for her at home when 
I 
they seemed hard for the girl. She was apt to sulk if she was 1
1 
I, 
:not given her own way. The second year in special class she ad- ;1 
: justed to the group much better and was able to get along with \; 
i 
I 
44 
I 
I 
I 
~=~- the other pupils. He~- ac~de~ic work improved, but readi.n~ -a-t l 
' third grade level, was still difficult for her. She started to 1 
I 
~: take responsibility more ~nd to see a job through. During the 'I 
third year in the special class she showed marked improvement in .\ 
: her attitudes toward fellow pupils and work. She was more matur~ll 
1
, and accepted responsibility. She did sulk sometimes, when cor-
,. 
:' rected, but got over these spel.ls more quickly than formerly. II 
I, Because of her social maturity, she was placed .tn the spec- J, 
I, I 
I 
/
1 
ial class at high school. She was successful in her academic i 
\! work there. Her first year she had trouble in home-room beoause l 
I 
:I she frequently failed to realize her obligations in being orderl ,J 
,
1 
and cooperative. During the summer vacation she worked in a !I 
II store. This experience se~med to help "B" noticeably. She re- 11 
d I 
, turned to school with a very pleasant manner and showed ,herself I 
1 
capable of getting along with the pupils in her classes. This I 
'I 
1
11 Her year she started to write to a pen pal in southern France. 
correspondence was most regular. li Besides writing twice a month, 1, 
she exchanged gifts with her foreign friend several times during !! 
the year. From the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test she had an I. Q~ 
of 74. The latter part of the second year she worked in the 11 
school office during study periods. In her senior year she had ·J 
to work full time after school to ·supplement her mother's aid 
ll 
because she was too old to receive any help from 
11 She still worked in the school office part-time. 
the state agenc~. 
During this 
:I 
il 
'I 
,, 
I\ year she was qommended by the principal for a special act of 
, school citizenship and loyalty during a school emergency. She 
I 
,l was also the only public school pupil invited to a conference at \ 
--'-'1 
I 
I 
I 
45 
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11 a private school in Boston regarding the promotion of friendship ; 
"with European students through pen pals. At this luncheon she 1! 
gave a short talk that was well received. She was rated good in I 
all personal qualities. 
,, Vocational development.-- In the summer after tenth grade, 
"B" worked as a helper in the stock room in \rloolworth' s. She 
·. continued part-time work at the store during the school year . and 
was promoted to sales girl the latter half of the year. The nex 
I 
summer she obtained factory -vmrk full time to help with the fam-
1ily finances. She kept the full time job during her senior year, 
' working on the three-to-eleven shift. She would complete her 
I 
· quota for the day and do her homework in the rest room while the 1 
; other -girls were playing cards or smoking. When she graduated, 
·: the company placed her in the office. They found her slower to 1 
, learn than most of their employees, but they liked her personal- I 
~ ity. She finally did the routine job of reproducing blue prints I 
I 
I 
which was a repetitious process. When there was a slack season, !I 
jl 
two years later, she was laid off because the other office worke~ 
! 
I 
· was more capable. She immediately went back into the factory to Ji 
I 
1 
\vork, because she realized she would have a more adequate wage 
I' 
II 
I 
'I and more chances of getting Y.rork. . Her office work terminated on i 
I 
'; a Friday, and she started to work in a nearby factory the follow1 
., 
1' ing Nonday. Her wage is $44 a week, or $1.10 an hour. I 
Personal and social information.-- "B" is self-supporting I' 
I 
I 
and also contributes to her mother's support. She has bought 
·; many household appliances for her mother since she started to 
· work. She now saves her money by buying savings bonds, and she 
1
.,1. 
r 
I 
01~s a life insurance policy. I She supports church missions but 1 
.II 
:I 
· does not contribute to any other charitable organization. She 
has no court record. 
She registered when she was 21 and voted in the last elec-
, tion. She attends church once a week as well as movies and danc1 
I' es. If she does not have an escort to a local dance, she will gd, 
l 
.· to public dances in Boston with another girl. 
l 
She often visits li 
I 
' night clubs when she is on a date. She belongs to a girl's bowl"'j. 
ing team, which seems to be her only club membership. She enjoyJ 
J, 
variety shows on TV and enjoys reading the social news in the 
' local newspaper. She has just announced her engagement to a farm-!\ 
1 er and f~els she should start to read household magazines similar 
I 
to those she read in the homemaking classes in school. _ When she 1
1 
visits a friend, it is usually to play cards. She feels that alL 
I 
1 her school subjects have helped her but that English and homemakj 
1: · ing were the most necessary. 
Summary of findings.-- "B'J is a self-supporting girl who 
; maintains good health. She gets along well with her associates. 
; She has a very active sociai life. She could become a better 
' member of the community by contributing, even in a small way, to 
i 
; local and national drives. Her life now is too self-centered. 
I 
I 
I 
, She could spend some time on a constructive hobby, because when j 
I 
I she marries in the next year, she will not be ready t0 settle 1
1 
: down to having many evenings at home. \'ii th such an active social 
I 
. life, she may become unhappy in married life unless she raises a _
1 
·; family immediately. Her choice of a life on .a farm does not see~ 
_~ a ~ise o~e when she demands so much activity outside the home. 
r 
It 
I 
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I 
I 
- - \1 
From this girl's whole school record it is obvious that wheJ I-
she was in a regular school grade, she was restless, unstable and l 
uncooperative. Afte,r entering special class she gradually develj l 
I 
oped into a mature woman who is able to get along with her peers :1 
. and make a good impression on society in general. Jj 
II h 
I' 
I! 
II 
I 
II 
I; 
II 
i 
I 
I 
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Case 11 C11 
1932-9-4 
Description of the person.-- 11 C11 is a most attractive 
, young woman, with sparkling black eyes that attract attention to I 
1 her. She wears her black hair in a severe style that accentuates! 
i her beautiful eyes. She has a decided European look and, accordi
1 
;
1
ing to standards of her native country, she is a beauty. "C" ha~l 
!been in this country only seven years but has acquired the typi- I 
I, 
l cal American style of dress. 
I 
Her appearance is always neat and 
I: attractive, and at times extravagant. She is well adjusted and 
I has forgotten many of her -vrartime experiences. 
'I 
II Home background.--
'I of the city that at one time was the best but that has declined 
I 
/with an influx of foreign-born residents. The house is of the 
~ ~ type built about the turn of the century, spacious and om ate. 
I 
1: The grounds are well kept and the exterior is in good repair. I 
modernized. toToJ , 
her family J:l.J 
I 
1 The house has ten rooms that have been completely 
I 
j
1
help liquidate their initial payment on the home, 
1in another family at one time and rented a three room apartment 
I' 
1· in the rear of the house. At present, the three members of the 
I' 
: family live alone in seven rooms, and the three-room apartment, 
I 
li completely separate from the rest of the house, is rented to a 
lj young American couple. 
The mother and father were both born in Italy and attended 
I 
I 
I 
I 
' 
h taly, a city in the south of the Italian peninsula. They lived \ 
I 
49 
!. 
i school through the fourth grade. The family lived in Catanzaro, 11\ 
=- Ji~-=-a comfortable :P.~-m.e :f_qr _ th~t_ section of_ the c_2_unt:ry_,~ but,_ i~ 
0 
_ _ __ _ 
I 
i: I 
II I: 
II 
I 
I, 
I' 
' spite of their evident comfort, they had no modern conveniences. 
1 They cooked over a fireplace and had no refrigeration. The fathl I, 
I' er came to this country a year before vlorld ltlar II broke out and I 
established a landscape business that has been most successful. 
! The mother and girl remained in Italy during the war and were I 
·· evacuated from their home for three months during raids in their 
1 section of the country. During the experience, they slept in a 
II barn in the mountains along with a hundred other women and girls. 
I! 
j
1 
On returning to the city, they found their home partially des-
!! 
1
, troyed. 1.rhat did not impress "C" as much as the sight of the 
I 
I' 
, death of her childhood friend, caused by the explosion of a 
11 pencil bomb which she picked up in the street. The war-time 
d 
I 
experience drew the mother and girl close, while the father-girl 
relationship is much less close. The father is a person to 
· respect because he supports the family, but there is little love. 
•I 
'I 
1' In their present home they have all modern conveniences 
1\ 
central heat, two modern bathrooms, electric stove, several 
, radios and a television set. The furnishings are beautiful and 
!1 expensive but a little too ornate to be in good taste. 
I 
Physical and medical history.-- According to the parents, 
li this young woman was very heal thy all through her life. ltlhen sh 
~~ entered the school in this city at the age of 16, her posture was
1 
' very poor, she needed a great deal of dental work, and she was 
'! decidedly overweight, from an excessively starchy diet during the1 
I 
war. Her vision was excellent. She was given special posture 1
1 
50 
·,work in school and was requested to follow a reducing diet. Her 11 
_ J parents_ had her d en_t"=~ - work taken care o:f immediately. She was lf---- ·~ 
I' 'I 
II [ d 
51 
=---~~-!, never absent one day f ; om ;~~ ~time~ ;~e entered school in J,_;,uary lr----
1' 1948 until she graduated in June 1951. By the time she graduatedl 
r she had improved her posture and had lost 25 pounds, becoming a 1 
d 
1most attractive young lady. The only experience she had with 
I 
I illness was a violent attack of travel sickness when retunLing b~ 
ntrain from a trip to New York. This may have been brought on by I 
I I 
1her anxiety to see her mother. 
'I School history.-- "C" entered the non-English speaking 
class a month after she arrived in this country. She had com-
I, pleted the fourth grade in Italy before the war and had tutoring 
!after the vlar started. By coming to this country with her mother1 
she had been separated from her two sisters. "C" never knew her 
1father until she came to this country. She speru{s Italian at 
•
1home as the mother does not speak English. The teacher of the 
!non-English speaking class found that she had a pleasant dispo-
11 si tion but occasionally appeared moody and serious. She did goo~ 
!l work and was most anxious to learn. ~~ 
,
1 
Because of her age and maturity, she was transferred to the !j 
special class at high s chool. She was most successful at high 
I' I 1school. She took every homemaking course available in the school!~ 
; including cooking, sewing, child care, and home management and 
1'decorating . She sewed costumes for the school plays and worked 
in t h e library after s chool. In the personal rating by all her 
teachers, s h e r ated excellent in industry, cooperation, initia-
1t ive, behavior, and general promise for success in the field of 
,sewing. In all other personality qualities she was rated good. 
Her home room teacher corrrmented that she had adjusted easily t o 
oost Th~ver "lf;'J-. 
. : 1hoo ~ 1 f .du" tior .. 
L 1;TcUY, / . 
.. . ..... ~c--~.L 
·I II 
I 
,. 
i 
I 
! 
I 
\I 
II 
II 
[1 
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l the school and was well adjusted to this country and its people. 
I j She had three intimate friends who knew no Italian so she was 
I 
,! forced to speak English continually. In her first year at high 
I 
\i school she had an I.Q. of 65 on a group test, the Otis Q.S. 
:i Gamma A.r.'I., and an I. Q. of 84 when she was a senior, two years 
•I 
1later. 
Vocational development.-- Before graduation "C" obtained a 
l! posi tion as a part-time stitcher in a clothing factory. Being a 11 
1! conscientious worker and an expert seamstress, she was given the 1\ 
,position of head seamstress when she graduated. She is friendly 
II 
!l wi th the other girls but does not confide in them because they 
I 
.! appear jealous of her success. If she wants advice, she goes to 
II 
qher employer for it. She started work at 75 cents an hour and 
I 
I, present earns $1.75 an hour. The owner of the factory, who is 
II 
:1her immediate supervisor, claims she learned the trade very 'I :~ quickly and is the best worker he has. Her three years of sewinJ 1 
,, 
' in school along with her training in schools in Italy helped her i1 
•' in this occupation. I 
Personal and social information.-- "C" is self-supporting 
1and pays adequate board at home. She owns life insurance and a 
;very large savings account. She is most generous in supporting 
llmissions and local and national drives. Her savings are intended! 
l, for the purchase of a new car, which she 
1
able to pay the full price at one time. 
will buy w·hen she is I 
I 
She has become a citizeru 
! 
'l and plans to vote at the presidential election. She has an II ~' active social life of going to dances, movies, a church club, and!l 
_______ Ja _bowling c_l :u.b __ eve_'£y ""'we~k • ...,..-=-Sh~ 
I 
'I 
remp.i:g.s 9:t _home= ~b_o_ut two night.§! ~~L 
I• 
ll 
\' 
II 
li 
I' ~ \ 
II 
ll 
1 a week. She reads movie magazines and the Italian newspaper. 
f 
I• 
,, 
1 Her favorite TV personality is Liberace. She has written to him~l 
II I 
1 stood in line to receive his autograph, and is one of his loyal 11 
'i fans. 
;I tising. 
She has purchased soaps and cosmetics because of TV adver ·1 
Of her school work, she feels se-vling Has the most impor] 
- I 
! tant for her vocational life; driver education, for her s ocial 
\I 
'\ life; and home decorating , for her home life. 
:. Summary of findings.-- "C" has completely changed in 
I 
1 
appea rance. 
il 
When she entered school she was fat and pudgy and 
lj had a very foreign look. Now, having only American friends, of 
both sexes, she is completely Americanized in speech and dress. 
'I 
li She has become a slim girl 1-vho is startingly attractive. 
1! of her popularity, she is not in a hurry to get married. 
Becausl 
She \ 
:! feels she 1<ould like to take a trip to Italy before she settles I 
1 
doim to marriage with an American. At home she eats only I tali~ 
1
1 I 
, fo.od because her mother will not change her cooking habits. vlhe1 
:' m·my from home, this girl always orders non-Italian food. If "C" I 
1had been born in this country, she evidentally would not have 
I 
been a special class pupil. 
1occupied, nevertheless, with 
She definitely would have been 
1
, 
some manual work because of her dex-1! 
I 
I 
,, 
l!teri ty. The special class, with its personal attention to each 
1\pupil and its guidance program, certainly helped this girl to 
well adjusted to the American way of life. 
I 
' 
I 
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Case "D" 
1932-6-28 I 
11 D~ the only boy in the group, \ 
is tall and thin, and of excellent posture since spending three 
Description of the person.--
I !years in military service. He is a very serious looking young 
I 
man, but 
l~eers. 
he has a pleasant smile when in conversation 
A clear complexion and dark wavy hair are his 
with his \ 
most noticej 
!able 
,, 
physical features. 
I 
I Home background.-- "D" is one of seven children, having an 
:
1
older brother, four older sisters and one younger sister. The 
~ 1p1other was born in Ireland and had no schooling that she can 
!~emember. The father, a Street Department worker for the city, 
was born and educated in Newton, completing the tenth grade. 
1During his schooling, "D" lived in a rented four-family house 
I • iocated 1n an older section of the city that was adjacent to one 
I 
I 
i 
6f the better housing developments. The 
I 
I house had no central heatl , 
telephone, piano, tele- 1! no fireplace, and no luxuries, such as a 
I' 
yision, 
I 
clean. 
or automatic refrigeration. The home was untidy and un-
The presence of vermin in the home was blamed on other 
iJ ~enents in the house. 
'I 
The boy was ashamed of his home and felt 
I 
Ill 
1disturbed when any callers appeared. He spent evenings on 
., 
:street corner. After graduation from school, when the four 
the 
older ! 
girls had married and the older boy was sending his allotment 
,: 
r ome from the service, the family bought a two-family home in a 
I. 
better section of the city. It has all the modern conveniences, 
I 
and the family owns most of the luxuries that the average Newton 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
li 
1\ 
t 
I 
I 
I· lj 
I 
1\ 
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1 family possesses. The older boy bought 
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an automobile to use ji 
1 during his military leaves. The present home is clean and neat. 
Only the younger sister and "D" live at home. 
Physical and medical history.-- Before "D" entered school, 
1he had had measles, mumps, and whooping cough. In his physical 
II 
i! examination in grade one it was found he had a slight heart 
i 
II I 
murmur and poor eye sight. He was sent to the eye clinic at the 11 
It I• 
'
1 hospital and given glasses. The next year the clinic recommendeq[ 
I sight saving class and notified the state of their recommendatiorli. 
li 
li While 
I 
awaiting placement in sight saving class, he developed 
ll cons tant headaches and daily sieges of vomiting. His physical 
;i 
!! examination was negative, so he was referred again to the eye 
' clinic. With a change in glasses, he remained in regular class 
I 
11 with his friends and the headaches and nausea vanished. His 
I 
1
glasses were changed yearly until grade eight, when his vision 
' 
:1 seemed to stabilize. In grade eight he had a right inguinal 
, hernia repaired. 
I 
His health record was good in high school. 
II 
School history.-- In kindergarten he was shy, lacking con-
1
fidence in himself and easily becoming discouraged. He cried 
1
' easily in order to get help from others. In the first grade he 
I 
,was so slow to grasp reading it was recommended he repeat the 
II 
'1grade. His second year in first grade, he gained confidence in 
'himself and became a good reader. During second grade, he 
I 
·I 
started to wear glasses which seemed to help him in school work. II 
::He wa s a slow, conscientious worker all through elementary schoo11' 
I 
1
and found arithmetic particularly, very difficult. From the \: 
!Kuhlman A!_iderso~ t~ s_j;, _g~ VE:D:. _in _both ~hirA_ ang §.:lxt_b._grades ,_ his L 
---- -- - - - -l 
I 
I 
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I.Q. was 89. He entered junior high school reading at fifth 
~ grade level. He was slow there in all subjects but a steady 
nworker, so he 1vas able to succeed in grade seven. After his 
1,hernia operation in grade eight, he was persistent in neglecting 
1. his school work. He spent hours after school helping the custo-,, 
dian but would not participate in any school activities. On the , 
j: Stanford Binet Form L his I .Q. was 79. After completing ninth 
·I 
,, grade in junior high school, he was placed in the special class 
Hat senior high school, because it was felt he was too old to 
.repeat ninth grade. During the first few months at senior high 
I 
.
1 
school, "D" was unsuccessful because he had developed poor work 
habits following his operation. After he realized he would not 
be allowed to remain in school if he did not cooperate, he start-1 
1, ed to ·work, and became most successful during his junior and ~~ senior years. The Otis Quick Scoring Gamma Test showed an I.Q. 
,j of 79 when he was tested in high school. His teachers found him 
:cooperative and reliable. His personal qualities, such as indus-
11 
lj try, personality and appearance were average. After graduation 
1
1
he found employment through the school employment office as a 
I 
,truck driver and general helper for a plumbing supply store. 
11 Vocational development.-- "D" was a caddy at a nearby golf 
!: club all through junior high school and during summer vacations. 
In high school he set up bowling pins nights until the school 
employment office found him a job as kitchen helper at the hospi-1 
_, tal. He worked part-time at the hospital through hig h school. 
II During the second summer and all through his senior year he had 
\the j o~ gf ord~r1y ._ He \vas offered a permanE_?nt j_o~ ~s~:r_-d~_rl~ 
I 
'I 
e: (. ~) 
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bette; salar; .--~i -- --=--=- --- -- -1but accepted the truck driver job because of the 
I 
When 
11army 
.I 
he knevl his draft number was to come up, he enlisted in the ij 
and was placed in the supply department because of his storJ I 
I 
1
: exp eri enc e. In the service he ended up working at a desk job in 
!Korea, checking supplies. I \·Jhen he was released from service, he 1 
,, 
look ed for employment which vlOuld leave him as much spending 
II 
money after paying his board as he had in t h e army. Not finding 
I 
:such, he returned to his old job at $50 a week and now seems ver 
1
1well adjusted to civilian life again. Having had driver educatiol 
i 
at school, he -vras well prepared for his job, and his employer 
found his quiet personality and pleasant smile a definite asset. 
d 
II 
Personal and social development.-- Since the family moved 
'It o a nice home while he was in the service, "D" has great pleas-
1;ure remaining at home the majority of nights. He enjoys the 
I 
I 
il 
I• 
fights and drama on television. He spends two nights a week 
I 
out- Ji 
'\ side the home having dates. 
I 
II 
He is anxious to find a girl with 
I· 
·whom he could settle down and have a home of his own. He has 
I 
I 
ll ife insurance but supports no charities. He saved money during 
,!his time in the service. This will be used for a down payment on 
II 
1
1a house, but if he can't find the right partner for life, he will 
:I 
I 
I 
I IAAse it for a snappy convertible. He reads two Boston newspapers 1 
!'daily and enjoys reading mystery stories, as \vell as sea stories . IJ 
I 
He vras reading the Tattooed lYian, by Pease, when I visited him. 
He does small repair jobs i n the 
I 
I, 
1small electrical fixtures. The 
home in both carpentry and on 
11 family atmosphere is still lacka- 1 
~aisical, but there is evidence of great affection among the 
embers of the family. 
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I· 
:! socially. 
I 
;e ~as- ~ound dri~e; e-~ucation ~he=m~-;t v: luable pre; -- r==--
1 
' aration for his job; shop work the most valuable for his leisure 
I 
' 
I 
,time and family living; and English, where he ;,beamed poise and 
!manners, most valuable in his social life. He has no court 
1
record. 
!, 
.!l 
Summary of findings.-- "D" has been influenced greatly by I 
the condition of his home. During his younger years, he spent 
most of his time on the street corner and could have easily be- . 
1
, come involved in "gang" activities had he not lived so near the !l 
'
1 
better section of the city where other young boys were not allowJ 
d I 
outside the homes at nights. Since his home has become pleasant, 
:' he enjoys it and has completely given up any street corner meet- .I 
ings . His associates in the army were of the better type and 
,helped him to realize improvement from the army experience. 
Financially, he has a good savings account and life insurance, 
as well as G.I. benefits available for purchase of a home. He 
1
' is not charitable as he does not contribute to any organization 
outside the home. He has registered but has not voted as he was 
1· in Korea at the time of elections. He has never been to court 
,! nor been given a ticket for traffic violation. Feeling adequate 
lin his job and happy in his home, he is a well adjusted person. 
! 
\ 
,, 
I' 
II 
I 
~-! 
! 
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Case "E" 
1932-4-7 
,I 
II 
Description of the person.-- "E" has black hair, brown eye~j, 
1
. and a swarthy complexion. She is friendly but rather quiet. 
I 
Sh~ l 
,, 
:i has a certain attractive style in her dress and general appear-
11
ance. 
I 
I, 
Home background.-- "E" is the second in a family of two 
!daughters. 
I 
Her mother and father were born and educated in 
:Italy. Neither parent has an adequate education. Italian is 
'I li spoken in the home as the mother does not speak English, even 
i' today, in spite of being in this country more than 20 years and 
I· 
!working in a factory. 
ll of the city. 
The father works for the Street I Department~ 
li 
" !I 
I 
When "E" was in second grade the family moved from a tene-
ll ment to a single six-room house in the Italian section of the 
city. I' The family owns the house, and the income from the mother's ,, 
:
1
1
work is spent on modernization of the home. When 11 E" first II 
1:entered high school, there was no modern plumbing and no luxuries '\ 
in the home. The home was always immaculate as the motl1er was a 
l'very hard working 
I 
school, there was 
housekeeper. When "E" graduated from high 
central heat, a bathroom on the s econd floor, 
'Ia television receiver, and a modern kitchen with electric stove 
I 
and refrigerator. The only room that is not furnished today is 
:1the dining room. vlhen the family entertained the graduates at 
I. 
1dinner, we ate in t h e kitchen. 
The family is relaxed, and very fond of each other. The 
II 
! 
\ 
I 
II ,, 
II 
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i! parents are careful of both girls and try to have them comply 
,I with a rather strict set of rules for social activities . The 
I 
. mother never goes out socially as she works in the house until 
jj late at night after her day in the factory. The father spends 
II -
his evenings with other Italian-American men in their homes dis-
1cussing news of the day and drinking wine. The only time the 
~ mother leaves the home for a social gathering is for either a 
!wedding or the annual Italian Club picnic in the summer . The 
1
1 
father spends his leisure time on week-ends modernizing the 
'house. He installed the central heating system, the bathroom . 
I 
I il fixtures, all the kitchen appliances , and made nee es sary repairs ·1' 
1 He ha s just completed a gara.ge that is for their car of the 
1 
.I I. 
!. future. There is no mortgage on the house, and all improvements 1: 
,I ,I 
! 
v1ere purchased for cash . He mainta ins a very productive garden 
j, 
:in the rear of the house. This is a very thrifty, hard-working 
lj family. 
Physical and medical history.-- Before "E" entered school 'I II 
I 
jshe had chickenpox . In first grade she had mumps, and the follo,! 
, ing year she had whooping cough. Her family has always sent "E" 
Ito the dentist regularly, so her teeth are in good condition. 
!' 
Her vision is excellent . 
:j since the third grade. 
She has had no absences from school 
I, School history.-- ltlhen "E" entered school, she was 
I 
l' ture child of sweet disposition. In the first grade her 
I 
il was slo;;v and erratic, her handwork poor, and she \"las apt I' 
; drea~y. · She did like to do manual work for the teacher. 
I 
I 
l· 
an imma-1 
I 
reading I 
to be \I 
After I· 
,I 
~ jhe~_seco~d_y~ar i~ grade two, her rea~ing had improved, but she 
60 
J! 
II 
I 
!L 
; had poor vrork habits and very poor 
II lacked in ability to concentrate, 
I 
I years, also, as \vell as t1.vo years 
Jl 
she was in the third grade two ; 
in the fourth grade. A Stan- 1 
Ii ford Binet test, form L, showed an I.Q. of 72. Entering fifth 
1\grade, she was a slow, erratic reader on the third grade level. 
, Her handwork was careless and dirty. It was recommended s h e be 
q 
placed in a special class which was then out of t h e district. 
· .As she \vas not dependable, it was decided she would stay in the 
1
same school until her sister was able to go to the junior high 
i1 school where the special class was located. She was transferr ed 
·I to grade five and, at the end of that year, entered the special 
iJ class in the junior high school building. A second Binet test 
I 
II • h d f 72 I . 1 1 h I \agaln s owe a score o • n specla c ass s e was a very I 
1helpful, hard working girl. She responded to praise. She start~ 
:1 ed to take pride in her work, and by the end of the year her I 
!! notebooks were neat and well-done, for one of her mental ability •. 
IJ She adjusted well to the g roup during all three years in that I 
I 
11 special class. She was cons cientious and became interested i n 
:1
1
all school activities, and trieO. to participate in as many func-
l tions as she could. 
,, 
Her sister was in high school during her third year in 
II 
[I special class, and she had a strong desire to enter high school 
.1 also, in order to have her family think she was as good as her 
1sister in school work. She was a quiet, industrious pupil all , 
1through high school. She was thoughtful of other students, and ll 
j: teachers, and most cooperative in all classes. In personal qual-\ 
II I 
'i ties, sh~ was r~~ e~ "~ood" in industry, p-=-er~~n.-ali ~y_, c_s> OPE?~atj- o~f 
'I 
r 
I 
:, 
II 
II 
!! 
II 
I, 
\, 
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J reliability, and appearance. Her group Otis Quick Scoring Gamma 
test showed an I.Q. of 76. She excelled in sewing and did a 
II 
I 
1: great deal of work on costume committees for the various dramatid 
jl !performances. She worked in the library during study periods 
11 repairing books. I When she graduated, she entered a clothing 
factory to sew. 
I Vocational development.-- vlhile in the special class at 
I 
! 
junior high school, she did housework for a woman living near th1 
, school and took sewing lessons at the settlement house in the 
I 
' early evening. While at high school, she sewed part-time for a 
:, 
' dressmaker in the city. She worked full time at the same job 
I 
I 
; during the summer months. In the middle of her senior year she 
'' took a sewing job in a factory in Waltham because the pay was 
I 
1
double 
I 
I worked 
! 
vThat she was getting from the private employer. 
there full time after graduation for over a year. 
She 
She 
changed jobs when she found there was a factory job available 
I near her home. She realized she would have more money for her 
I: own use when she did not have to pay carfare or buy her lunch 
il 
I 
I 
I 
1\ 
\I 
I 1
: every day in spite of a small cut in wages. Both employers 
1
1 claimed she learned her duties well and was industrious and 
1 erative on the job. She earns $60 a week. 
coop-1 
I 
!I 
I 
li Personal and social information.-- "E" is self-:supporting, 
:l paying an adequate amount for room and board. She saves regular- ! 
111y in savings bonds, a savings account and life insurance. She I 
'! contributes to the local, national and church drives. She regis-
1 tered on her twenty-first birthday and voted. She has no court 
I 
6 2 
record. 
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, week with other girls, and to dances and friends' homes with her l 
'
1 fiancee. She enjoys news and drama on television and classical 
music on radio. She occasionally reads a pocket book mystery, 
but at present her reading consists of the Readers Digest, the 
1 1ocal daily newspaper for social news and advertisements, and thJ 
' 
1• household magazines for help in collecting for her hope chest. I 
, She had a variety of the household magazines from which she had 
:; obtained information about wedding arrangements and home furnish-
\I 
' ings. She spends leisure time 
! 
at home sewing on household linens 
and crocheting an afghan which promises to be beautiful. For 
I 
1
summer vacation she has always made a two weeks visit to some 
:I 
resort at Cape Cod or in Maine with some of her friends. 
Her purchases are influenced more by magazine articles and 
II 
; personal observation than by television or newspaper advertising. 
II 
iShe has already collected a dozen bone china tea cups and saucer , 
li a dozen place settings in sterling, and a dozen each of sheets, 
1
, pillow cases, and towels of several sizes for the bathroom and 
·kitchen . She has enough kitchen equipment and utensils and ade-
lquate bedding to start housekeeping immediately. Her fiancee is II 
\employed at construction work, which is a well paid job when the 
weather does not stop his earnings. She does not w~~t to marry 
II until he obtains a city job with a steady yearly salary. Their 
I. 
hope is that a city job will be available in the near future. 
lj 
Her fiancee, also of Italian parents, wants to purchase a small 
il 
li home a11ay from the Italian section of the city vlhen they marry. 
II 
II 
l 
II 
I 
I 
I 
! 
He is anxious for his children to be reared in a typical Americad• 
!\ neighborhood. Being a G.I. and having adequate savings, he has Jl 
-- -- - - - - - -=----1 
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· good chance of being able to purchase this home. She found sew- ji 
1
ing most valuable for her job and leisure time, driver education I 
,j for social life, and home manag ement for home life. 1 
1 
Summary of findings.-- "E" had little success in life unti~ , 
h t d . 1 1 It . d . h II i S e en ere spec1a c ass. was recogn1ze sew1ng was er one 1 
I I 
I, skill, and this was developed with the result that she is a self...ll 
'I 
!I supporting individual. 'I 
"E" maintains good health and gets along well with her asso~ 
ciates. She has learned to spend her leisure time to good. advan~ 
I! I 
tage. Thinking of others by supporting charities and upholding 1 
I 
lher duties as a citizen, she is an adequate member in the commun 
11 ity. 
I 
1
been 
J 
II 
r I 
' 
1: 
1\ 
1: 
Her pleasant disposition, cooperation and industry have 
her outstanding qualities for success. 
I 
'I 
II 
II 
'I 
II 
I 
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Case "F" 
1931-12-19 
Description of the person.-- "F" is a short, stocky girl 
I, 
11 with a tendency to be slightly overweight. She has black hair 
and dark brown eyes. Her usual expression is serious but, when 
:1 she smiles, she fairly radiates. 
I 
I! I 
Home background.--
•
1
\ modern tvTO-family house. 
"F" lives on the second floor of a 
Her married sister and family live on 
the first floor. The house is located in an American section of 
1
! the city among residences of modest income families. The house 
I' is in good repair and has all modern conveniences. The family 
\owns a good automobile. Her mother and father were born and edu1 
1\ cated in Italy. They lived in Plat0ma, a town in southern Italy •I 
1\·.Jhen "F", the youngest of four children, was a baby, the father 
·came to this country on· Mussolini's emigration plan. He was a 
'I 
rgardener and after being here only three years, started his own 
!landscaping business. 
Until his family came to this country, he lived in one room 
\i and saved most of his earnings. He bought their home when his 
I I 
1 family 1vas on the high seas, en route to this country. I They have, 
1
a television set and all electric appliances for easy living. 
IThe members of this family are very affectionate and relaxed and 
I II 
1\ spend most of their evenings together. 
Physical and medical record.-- "P 11 had chickenpox and mumps.! 
" 
)as a child in Italy. When she first c ame to this country, she 
i 
needed dental care, but t his was taken care of promptly. 
'I 
'\ 
I ,, 
,, 
(( 
1: II 
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I still h as a tendency to be slightly over1.veight all the time. He~ 
:1 poor posture improved with exercises while in school but never IJ 
II did become perfect. I 
School history.-- 11 F" arrived in this country on December 
7, 1947 and entered the non-English speaking class in February I I 
,: 1948. In Italy she completed the fourth grade. When her school I 
tbuilding was converted into a German hospital and headquarters, 
I 
1 she received private instruction. The non-English speaking class I 
:1 teacher found 11 F 11 a good student. She liked to study and worked \ 
,\ hard to accomplish her assignments. She had a pleasing person-
:1 ali ty and "\·las understanding and mature in her ways . She \>Tas a 
1
1 most industrious student and did excellent work in sewing. 
\'!hen she entered high school, she had learned a great deal 
II 
of English in the few months s h e had been here. She s poke only 
!! Italian in the home but tried to speak English to anyone she met 
:: out side t h e home. She showed g reat perseverence with her speech. \! 
In high school she took an Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test I 
\and had an I.Q. of 73, after she had been in this country two . I· 
11
years. She studied hard and made the honor roll during her senJ.ol 
I: year. She was a quiet, sincere worker, and very helpful. In 
' 
1;personal qualities, she was g ood in cooperation, personality, 
lj 
\reliability, and industry. 
She worked in the library during her last year at school. 
When she graduat ed, she went to work in a clothing factory. 
Vocational development.-- "P" did part-time work in a 
;! clothing factory during her last two years in school. When she 
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graduated she continued to work at the same factory. She still 
1; works there but instead of routine stitching, she makes all the 
I 
i new· garments and does all the experimental stitching in the planii. 
11 She earns $80 a week. Her employer thou__~ht she learned faster II 
I! 
' than most in spite of her language difficulty. He is still \1 
i amazed at her sewing skill and dexterity. 1 
.Personal and social information.-- "F" is self-supporting I 
I\ and has contributed to the purchase of several of the luxuries in 
· the home. She owns savings bonds, a large savings account, and 11 
1: a life insurance policy. She has contributed to all local, some 
national and a few church charities. She is now a citizen, and 
Jl registered to vote as soon as she could. She has no court recorJ . 
She goes to the movies weekly, to dances occasionally, and 
I 
,. belongs to a bowling club with some of the other girls. She has 
!\ membership in a church club '\vhere she meets many non-Italian 
II friends. She enjoys variety shows on television. She reads 
ii Readers Digest and movie magazines. She reads the local news- ' 
!: paper, concentrating on the headline ne"t-lS and the advertisements.! 
\' During her leisure time, she sews for her hope chest, which novl 
fills four trunks. She derives great pleasure from collecting 
'I 
, items for She has the hope chest when she travels. done extensiv 
II il traveling during her vacations. She goes to Canada every other 1! II 
'1 month to meet her fiancee, vlho 1-wrks for a steel constru ction 
1
1
plant t h ere. She i s trying to persuade him to come to t his 
I· I 
country to work for her f a ther and g et married here. Through 
marriag e he cou ld become a citizen. 
For h_e:r_j,9_b-'=-_she _ f_~l-~_ ~ewing __ yfas_ the ll}OS}_ v_aluable_ COlJ.rse-o 
I' ,I 
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. she'd had. For all other activities , she felt that English and 1 
:I 
;, driver education v.rere the most valuable. 
Surrrr~ary of findings.-- "F" has become a good American 't' II Cl l · I 
I 
J: zen. 
I 
She is self-supporting and a contributor to all types of 
l· charities. She abides by all the laws and mal~es regular purchas1 
·, es of savings bonds. She has become Americanized in speech and 
1
1 
I, 
1 dress although she still holds to the foreign custom of a dow-ry. 1 
1! By hard work and perseverence, she has made a success of her lifJ .• li 
I IIf she had been a native of this country, I doubt that she would 
vlhen she entered high school i J, have been a special class pupil. 
;: was necessary for her to have the personal attention of the 
1 special class , after her war experiences, as competition in a 
I 
l11arg e class would have been too much for her. 
i! 
II 
II 
r 
I 
1: 
1: 
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I Case 
11 G11 
1930-12-31 
1! Description of the person.-- "G" is a tall thin girl with 
;
1 
dark brown curly hair and blue eyes. Her physical coordination 
I 
is poor generally and her walk is unsteady. She seems to have 
' some difficulty in maintaining balance. She wears glasses. Pro-
,1 truding crooked teeth make her a most unattractive individual. 
lj Home background.-- "G" is the youngest in a family of six 
!. children which includes three girls and three boys. Her father, 
I 
! 
J 
II 
I 
I I ji an electric welder, was born and educated in Ireland. Her mothe~' 
,! was born and educated through the tenth grade 
I 
the depression the father was a W.P.A. worker 
I 
I 
in Newton. During 1! 
and the family livelk 
It 
in a tenement in Watertown near the Hood Rubber Company fl factory . .. 
I I 
t
1
From all accounts, the living conditions were poor and inadequate! 
I1 When "G" was fourteen, all the brothers were in military service 
:: and one sister had married, so the family moved from Watertown to 
Newton. ,, 
They bought a thirteen room house built about the turn of 
69 
I; laws of this ~sec~on~~ "G; was -ne~e; :no~ed- to~~:: -~:~~s-:~and~r-. 
/, 
,any of her social life was outside the home. The family was ve:r'Yj! 
house-proud because of the location and size of their home. The lj 
,
1
hard working parents were disappOinted in this girl. They showe4 i 
1 li ttle affection tmvard her and little interest in regulating he~' 
!: social life. If it were possible for her to have any spcihl . lifJ l 
I 
~~ they delivered her to the place of activity but never cared how ! 
!I or when she returned home. 
r Physical and medical history.-- As a child "G" had chicken~ 
,pox, diphtheria, and measles. She had a bilateral mastoid scar I 
II from an operation done when she was very young . \fhen she enteredil 
the Newton schools in grade seven, there was a noticeable odor !1 
l[ about the child. Her doctor reported that the sweats which she II 
il 
I" experienced in school and on getting to 
!emotional upsets. There was no disease 
bed were results of 11 
of serious nature presentr 
I 
lit was suggested that relatively unimportants things should never! 
'I 
1
be emphasized with this girl as it would make her too conscious 
I 
lof herself. In grade nine she had a siege of drainage from the 
1
right ear. In grade ten, from the vision test, it was found she 
needed her glasses corrected. Her posture was poor and it was 
,· recommended that she go to her physician because of irregularity I 
1 in menstrual cycles. She started taking thyroid and other medi- Jl . 
"cations. il 
I 
School history.-- 11 G'' started school in a parochial school II 
iin Watertown, where she remained until grade three. She was sent i 
I ~to the special class and, when she entered Newton came from the 
·s£ec :!:_al-=- cle3:~s at the Hosmer School in VlatertoWJ}.=-WE-!n sh_e_ ~o?k 
li 
:\ 
I 
I 
J -
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ll the Binet test for placement, it was found her I.Q. was 78 • . H~~ -~ 
' mental age was 11.6 compared with the chronological age of 15.9. I 
I 
She worked slowly and awkwardly during the test. In the special 
I' 1 class in junior high school it was noted that she did not get 
;, along well with the other pupils. She had a poor personality, II 
I 
1 had spells of 
She explained 
smiling and being responsive, or sober and listles~. 
her school difficulty as being due to illness and 1: 
II 
. felt superior to the others in the class because of the location 'I 
i of her home. She had no friends and would play with younger i 
: children just to have companionship. In high school she still 
I, 
1felt superior to the others because of her home. She was never i 
11 
,I accepted by the group. She was sent home several times to changJ 
I 
~l her clothes because they were so soiled. She evidentally wore 
I 
i hand-me-down clothes, because they fitted poorly and her skirts 
\were too long . The mother did not cooperate with efforts on the 
girl's behalf as she was too busy with her bedridden guests. 
The girl tried to impress the others with stories of skiing ,\' 
~ fishing, and other activities when, in reality, she was the dish 
washer and maid at home. The married sister and brothers used 
her as a cheap baby sitter. In school she cooperated with the 
I 
'I teachers in order to get attention. 
d 
Her rather hollow voice and 1 I 
, incessant talking made it hard to listen to the girl. 
I 
In choos- 1 
,ing courses, she did not take the homemaking courses the school 
I 
1recommended but insisted on science and business courses at whic~ 
she was usually unsuccessful. In her personal qualities she was 
,I 
rated good in cooperation, averag e in industry, and poor in per-
I 
I 
I 
I 
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1 
Vocational development.-- During school she washed dishes 1 
1
, and did baby sitting at home. She was too busy with her work at I 
· home to enter into any outside work program. She started work 1· 
li ;, 
:, after graduation as a dishwasher in the dietary department of th~ 
I 
1 hospital. \'ihen she was in the main kitchen washing dishes she 
seemed to be successful. But she requested to be moved to one 
· of the small dietary kitchens on a floor and did not remain in 
, that job long. The nurse on the floor stated that the girl could 
I 
I 
to I 
' talk to patients she scarcely knew, and this was annoying to bot1 
I not get along with the nurses. 
I 
She would leave the kitchen 
l the patients and the hospital authorities. She was fired becaus\ l 
In a II 1 she would not return to work alone in the main kitchen. 
I I 
L 
She held \1 
i~ this job three months until she was fired because she did not ge1, 
I month she had a job as a presser at a knitting mill. 
' 
ji along with the other employees and was slovenly in her work. In I 
i two months she had a job as a checker in a card manufacturing 
!I 
, plant. There she lasted only two months, because times were 
rather slack and the boss admitted, she was not liked by the 
' other employees. She learned all her simple tasks readily be- J 
,, cause of her cooperativeness. After she was out of wor.k for four,\ 
II 
jl months and the :tvlassachusetts State Employment office could not / 
!place her, she went into the Division of Rehabilitation to get I 
'
1 
assistance. She did not get employment there. For the past yea~~ 
,1 she has been working at home, except during her many sick s pells •
1
\
1 
,I 
She claims she has not been well during the past year and was 
____ 'Lhospii;alize_d _t.!JiG_e~ _ :[ex ai:!,ments __ s~eEJ. to be ~ather vague and 
1 - - -
1. 
II 
II 
--=-~-
II 
1: 
I 
- -~--~--
she does not have a regular family physician, it is hard to 
check. 
Personal and social information.-- This girl is not em- I 
, ployed; she is dependent on her family for suppo,rt. She has no I 
!I court record. She has no money to save, but even when she worke1 
: she neither saved nor contributed to any charity. Except for 
church, she has no social life. She watches anything there is o 1 
I' 
! television. She reads the newspaper daily and enjoys reading 
! romances. She had just finished reading several books and had 
others on the table in the back room. She has no hobbies and is ! 
not able to participate in any sport. She found foods and nutri~ 
I, tion most valuable for life. :1 
Summary of findings.-- The girl is not self-supporting. 
'i She does not maintain good health. She does not get along well 
1
1
with others, and she is not an adequate member of the community. 
Because of the good books she reads, she does spend her leisure 
II time to advantage. If more insistence had been placed on family 
!' cooperation, participation in school work programs, and develop-
\ 
lment of personality, this individual might be better adjusted 
today. The family could have helped this girl by spending money 
!for straightening her teeth and dressing her attractively. They 
, could have spent more time and affection on her and helped the 
'girl build up confidence in herself. 
I 
I 
\ 
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1932-2-20 
•I Description of the person.-- "H'' is a small, serious look- I 
ing girl with curly dark hair and dark eyes. She always 
!glasses. She is a very quiet, well-mannered girl with a 
wears I 
friendl 1 
,, 
smile. 
Home background.-- "H" is the second in a family of three 
!girls. Her father came to this country from Italy in 1921, be-
:i 
' came a citizen in 1927. He is a laborer. The mother, a first 
generation Italian, has been educated through ninth grade. When II 
i' "H" first came to high school, the family lived in the Italian 11 
I, 
section of the city in a small one-family rented house. When thJ 
.I 
hgirl was in 11th grade, the older sister entered the College of 
I! Pharmacy on a full scholarship, so the family bought a ten-room 
!house in a good neighborhood of the city. The father completely 
!renovated the house and made a three-room apartment on the secont 
:l f~oor to he~p finance the home. After a year the family was ~~ 
', ,I forced to move because they could not maintain the apartment, 
.I 
:1 according to the zoning laws of the city. Without this extra 
I 
,income, they could not afford to live in this house. They moved 
'I 
to a poorer, non-Italian neighborhood and remained there until I 
l, both girls were self-supporting. Today they live in a new ranch !, 
1
'type house in a good neighborhood. It has every modern conven-
,\ ience and is most attractively furnished. The whole family is 
I' 
li proud of the home; they spend many evenings there together. There
1 
I : 
read in the home, and there were household! 
-~--c..= I 
\are several newspapers 
=--=--==---=--11 - -=- -=--=-o.~-
1! 
I 
I 
r 7;) 
-- [I magazine~ o~ -:;-he 1~ ~~:g room table. 
l! and affectionate. There was a time 
- L __ _ 
-- ---;r----
II 
tl tense I 
'' der. 
Today the family is relaxed !I 
when the mother was very j! 
II 
and cool -- when she was working her way up the social lad-,1 
The mother is very strict in regulation of the activities 
[of her daughters. The family never mixes outside the home, as 
.; their friends are Italian and the mother is trying to break off ;\ 
I· these friend ships. 
Physical and medical history.-- "H" was a healthy child. 
IJAfter she entered school, she had measles, fol l owed by mumps and 
I 
German measles the next year. In the fifth grade she obtained I' 
,. 
I 
! tglasses and still needs to wear them today. Her glasses were 
jl chang ed only once, in tenth grade. 'l'hat same year she developed 11 
II li a kyphosis, a curvature of the spine. 
I 
She was given special II 
•!posture work in school. 
I• 
I; School history.-- "H" was a very immature child who spoke 
11 1poorly when she entered kindergarten. In first grade she was 
II 
I! 
I 
I 
II 
Jslow and very shy, although she had started to overcome a certain :J 
.I 
' sensitiveness. She tried hard but did not succeed in reading. 
~ rom a Binet test, she had an I.Q. of 82. She spent two years in l 
, ~rade two and with parental cooperation at home, she improved in II 
Jireading , overcame her shyness, but was still poor in 
I 
arithmetic. 
I 
~ n grades three and four she progressed in reading and made some i• 
improvement in arithmetic, having help at school and at home. She :J 
1
1 :i 
was a good ·worker and tried very hard. She was successful in 
'I 
:grade five. During the summer of that year, "H" was bringing her , 
I I 
younger sister home from day camp when a truck swerved and side- 1 
I I 
swip~d th~ _ _?i~l~ __ The sister wa~ kille'!_ instant~;y. The moj;her I_ 
I 
blamed "H" for her sister's death and completely rejected her. 
She forced "H" to visit the grave every month to remind her of 
the incident. In grade six the teacher found that the child I 
could not learn arithmetic. She read orally very well but had jl 
no comprehension. When given a Stanford-Binet, her I.Q. was 65. !! 
'I I 
. s he was suffering nervous shock and was under a doctor's care. 
She was placed in special class and adjusted well to the program ' 
but all her academic and handwork was hard ~or her. She could 
not be held to a difficult task very long because she would be-
come nervously upset. 1 
The Family Service Bureau was called in to help the mother 1! 
overcome her rejection of the child and the loss of the young 11 
daughter. The next two years in special class she gained more [; 
! confidence in herself and had some success in school work, II 
though it was difficult for her. She started to take piano les- , 
•
1 
sons, which seemed to be an outlet for her. The Family Service ' 
II 
Bureau found her work after school in the library, mending books ' 
She put the money she earned toward her music lessons. She I' I 
entered high school wi th the idea of being a piano teacher. In 
high s chool, on the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test, her I. Q. was 
82 at the end of the first year. Her teachers in high school j, 
I 
found her to be a very sweet girl who was always helping in some 11 
I 
way, but she had no drive. She was an excellent school citizen. I' 
In her senior year she worked at Newton-Wellesley hospital, firs t 
I 
as a kitchen helper, and later as a ward helper. She entered an L 
attendant nursing school in the fall. In personal qualities she 
was r ated good in industry, cooperation, reliability and appear- 1 
I 
., 
ance. 
Vocational development.-- "H" did book repair at the 
being a ward helper and continued in this work experience until ' 
she graduated. She entered a small attendant nursing school 
north of Boston in September. She found the academic work very 1 
difficult, but the practical work was easy because of her past II 
1 experiences. She graduated in two years and gained employment 
I 
. in the local hospital where she has a permanent position. The 
'' head nurse found her well prepared for her job and that she does 
her duties quietly and efficiently. Her quiet friendly manner 
is a great asset to her job. Her salary is $42 a week. 
Personal and social information.-- "H" is self-supporting 1
1 
. and gives adequate money to the family for her room and board. 1
1 
She has life insurance and a savings account. She gives small I 
. amounts to local, national and church charities. She registered r' 
and voted when she was 21. She has no court record. She goes 
to church regularly and seldom goes to dances or movies. She 
enjoys the variety shows on television and reads many books, 
· movie magazines and the Readers Digest. In the newspaper she 
reads the headline news and the advertisements. She collects 
, miniatures of animals because her mother won't allov1 pets in the 
•I 
,, house and she loves all animals. She draws pictures of animals 
I 
,I 
I 
I, 
I 
I too. She goes bovTling twice a month with some of the other girls,: 
in the class. For vacations she goes on trips with her parents. 
,r I ~ ,, 
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1 She found the foods and nutrition courses and child care courses ': 
the most valuable to her in her job. She feels English \'las the ! 
most important for leisure time and social life. She wi shes she 
had taken driver education as she still does not drive the family 
I 
1car. She is bothered by the fact that her life is so sheltered. 
She does not think she will meet any young men with whom she 
: might be able to have a social life and possibly marry. Her d 
· mother's domination bothers her. 
Summary of findings.-- "H" is self-supporting and maintain 
good health. She gets along well with others and is an adequate 
1
member of the community. She spends her leisure time well. Her \1 
· mother's domination determines her activities rather than the 
, individual's own desires. This girl shows how a shocking exper-
I ience can affect a child. Also her story shows how an outside 
I 
, agency can be of great assistance to the school. 
I 
I 
II 
·7R 
'' 
Case "I" 
1932-7-2 
Description of the person.-- 11 1'1 is a tall, thin, willowy 
girl with a decided Nordic look. She conducts herself well and II 
I 
II , has a courteous, pleasant manner. Her appearance is such that 
one is apt to overestimate her ability. She is the most refined 1
1 I, 
looking girl of the group. 
1 Home background.-- "I 1 s" mother is a Nova Scotian who com- 1 
!pleted ten grades in school before entering this country. The I 
I 
· father, a high school graduate, was a first generation Swede. 
' He had been married previously, so "I" had a half-brother. The II 
father and mother were divorced when "I" was young. The father 
: died two years after the divorce proceedings, leaving the mother I 
. to support the step-son, "I" and a young son. The mother moved 
' to a two-family home in a modest section 
I 
i 
of the city and support-
in an Old Ladies Home. 1: 1 ed the family by doing practical nursing li 
' She had supplementary aid from the city. The home was very neat !i 
and clean. The mother was affectionate with all children, and 
I 
' there was a relaxed feeling in the home. They had all modern 
~ conveniences and many luxuries. They never owned an automobile. ' 
li Any travel by members of the family was by bus. 
I 
Physical and medical history.-- "I" had chickenpox when a 
II 
I· baby, and measles and scarlet fever before she entered school. 
I 
,, She had mumps while in the third grade. At the age of twelve "I"11 
developed rheumatic fever and remained at home for a year. Afte~ i 
this illness, she seemed to lack pep. She suffered no illness in1 
I 
I 
I' 
I' I 
'I II 
I 
I 
I 
1
junior or senior high school but was absent often due to feeling I 
1 tired. The doctor to whom she was referred by the f.1other' s Aid 
worker kept a constant check on her to ward off any recurrence 
of the disease, and today she is a well young woman. 
School history.-- "I" was in the pre-primary class after 
,; kindergarten. She was a well-behaved child and happy in the 
group. She did good handwork but made no attempt to read. The 
Binet-Simon test showed an I. Q. of 67, and it was recommended 
I 
I j, 
Jl 
'I 
I 
, she be placed in a special class. The mother, hov1ever, asked to l; 
I 
have her in a regular grade one. She mastered some writing and lj 
·handwork but still could not read. . She was transferred to grade ~~ 
one special class and made some gains in reading. She read on 
the primer level • The mother placed the child in the regular 
. , 
'' second grade the following year, insisting the child not be in 
special class. For two years, she contributed nothing to class 
II 
II 
'I 
, activities, just sat and drew pictures. When it was decided she I 
1
was definitely out of place and was wasting time in school, the j, 
I' II ~ mother finally allowed her to return to a special class in an-
, other district. 
After one year in special class, she was well adjusted to 
the group . She liked the work and did it well. She was vmrking · 
I 
': on grade three level in arithmetic, and grade tvlO level in spe11l 
ing and reading. She was dependable and helpful and liked by 
' all. The second year in special class she was reading on third 
'I 
grade level and showing marked interest in sevling and wo odworking1• 
. I 
!I Then, tha t summer she developed rheumatic fever and had to have 11 
,, 
home instruction for a year. On regaining her _health, she enterl 1 
!I 
I 
il 
II 
\1 
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i' ed the junior high school special class program. Her I. Q. was 
,I 73 from a Binet test. In this school she was found to be a 
I 
. sweet, shy, quiet girl who was very helpful and willing. Her 
I I 
, outstanding ability was in sewing, 1-rhere her work was excellent. :1 
:i She was slow and hesitant in undertaking new subject matter but 
1
1 
1 retained well once she learned it. 
'I 
She tried very hard, but her \1 
results were not always satisfactory. II 
,, 
school she was successful in all her homemaking II 
,I 
:! In high 
1: courses, but failed the business courses she tried. She worked \1 
at Totem Pole ballroom evenings at the soda folintain. She did I' 
i' not want the school-work program because she had to do the house 1! 
d work. At the end of her third year in high school "I" had com- II 
'I 
I' ' pleted the advanced clothing course and could stitch with speed I il 
, and accuracy._ The teachers found her good in personality, coop-
1
: 
i eration, appearance, and behavior. From the Otis Quick Scoring :1 
1 
Gamma test her I.Q. was 70. 
. ,, 
Vocational development.-- "I" worked summers and Fr1.day an 
1 Saturday evenings at the Totem Pole, a ballroom near her home. 
Her afternoons were devoted to the necessary chores in the home 
and caring for the younger brother. After graduation, the mothe : 
I 
I, 
, insisted that "I" follow in her footsteps and become a practical il 
(I nurse. She worked in a nursing home for four months but "i'ias bothJ 
I' 
unsuccessful and unhappy. A family friend helped i'I" obtain a 'J 
!, position stitching in a factory. She has held that job ever 
since and is happy in her work. Her wage is $52 for a 44-hour :1 
I week. Her employer stated she learned her duties slowly but that 
1 one~_ s? e _ ~cqu~r_e~ ~tr:_e nec~s~a:;-y skills for the job, she was a l_ 
- ,-
most acceptable worker. 
Personal and social information.-- She is a 
II 
i' 
I 82 
I 
I 
self-supporting: 
I 
.girl who lives at home with her mother. She has a savings ac-
,, 
II I, 
count but no insurance or other type of savings. She contributeSj1 
only to local charities, never to a national organization. She 
has not registered to vote and has no court record. She attends 
church every week and goes to a movie about once a week. She 1 
I 
never attends dances or any club activities. She likes movies onl 
television and reads only movie magazines and the news in the 
,daily paper. Her art courses in high school have led her to de-
l 
:velop the hobby of sketching. During vacation, she spends hours I 
sketching, when she is not swimming. In the winter she complete 
. these sketches and has several excellent ones now hanging on the 1: 
I 
I 
~ walls of her home. Of her school background she has found sewin~ 1 
I 
~ the most helpful for work; art for leisure-time activity; and 
II 
·cooking for home life. In social life English has been the most 
I 
'; valuable. She wishes she had taken driver education so that she 1 
:: could drive a car. She hopes to purchase one with her savings. 
IShe is troubled by not meeting the proper type of young man in 
II 
the factory where she works. School friends with whom she bowls 11 jl 
twice a month are Italian-Americans and she does not want to makei 
permanent attachments with young men of that background. II 
I 
I 
Summary of findings.-- "I" is a self-supporting young woman
1 
who gives the impression she is more capable than she 'really is. l1 
.:she is very mature looking and has a refined air about her. She 
maintains good health. She gets along well with friends and her 
She spends her leisure time to good r 
11 
associates in the factory. 
advantage and is an adequate member in the communi ty. 
She has found success in her work by doing the specific 
. she enjoys and in which she had previous training. 
i' I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
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I Case "J" 
1930-8-11 
I 
II 
Description of the person.-- "J 11 is a physically well-de- I 
.: veloped girl who is lame, but she succeeds in walking quite well l 
I 
Home background.-- "J" had many changes in environment as : 
11 a child. She was 
I 
born on a farm in New Hampshire, moved to the 
I 
11 French section of Lynn when a young child, then to a two family 
I, 
house section of Watertown, 
1: 
and finally to the best section of 
'I 
'I 
I 
1
: Newton when she was eleven years old. Her mother attended col-
ll lege for two years and left college to marry her father, a first
1 
I 
I 
1 generation Frenchman. The father was a traveling salesman and I 
I\ the mother traveled with him, doing his clerical ·work , so the tw9 
I children in the family were alone all week and had parental guid~ 
I' I! 
1 ance only week-ends. They had a well-furnished, attractive home 11 
' I 
I 
with all modern conveniences and luxuries. The only luxury they l 
I did not have was a piano. The mother was most ~ttracti ve in ap- I' 
1 pearance and treated the girl more like a sister than a daughter~: 
I· I 
i! with this close relationship of mother and daughter, the girl 
!possessed social grace and self-confidence. The brother, being 
,. 
1
1
1 
a well-adjusted hansome boy, helped "J" enter into the best soc-
1, ial circles of the city. 
" In all t he times the home was visited, there was not one 
1
' when the whole family was together. A certain tenseness seemed 
jto be present in the home, but to contradict this feeling, the 
I 
I· 
family was very lax in regulations concerning the children. 
1 spite of the beautiful home, one felt t hat the two children 
In \ 
just 
1
1 
I grew, li~e TQ.P_sy. 
I, 
schoolll 
r -~ 
"J'' _apd h§r _brot:Q.er grad::g.ated _from h~_gb. 
I 
, the same year. The month after graduation the family sold the 
house and returned to Lynn to live. 
Physical and medical history.-- "J" had measles and mumps 
as a child. At the age of nine, she dislocated one hip and was 
left wi t h a noticeable limp and lordosis, a curvature of the 
spine. Her general health was good and her school attendance 
excellent. 
I 
II 
I 
I 
i 
I 
it 
I 
School history.-- vlhen "J" entered the Newton school sys-
tem, she was given a Binet test for placement. Her I. Q. was 62 
from this test. It was felt that this was a v ery minimal rating it 
as "J" was noticeably tense during the testing. It was her first 
I 
I 
1 experience in school for two years, and she was afraid she vwuld : 
have to be in elementary school with all the "babies". She was ;
1 
I' placed in the speci~l class in junior high school and was a very j\ 
I 
happy girl in this class. She was apt to .be bossy and a bit 
, domineering with other children. Her ability to concentrate was 
1 
very limited. She remained in the class four years. During thaj 
time it was noticed that she always was very happy in the world 
,of school and anxious to remain a part of the school world in 
spite of her limited native ability and constant academic defeat~ 
,She was tactful, responsible, and a willing helper but petulant 
at times. \'/hen given a Binet test before entering high school, II 
J; 
1: 
I 
arithmetic computation was 4.5. 1 
In high school she took all the homemaking courses availablJ
1 
j, 
When she first entered, she haq 
I her I.Q. was 67, and she read on the fifth grade level. 
I 
Her 
and found enjoyment in ceramics. 
II 
a great tendency to copy others and to cheat in order to have a \1 
'• 
I 
successful rating. This was attributed to the fact that her 
younger brother was in the same grade and was successful in his 
school work. It took all the first year to break "J" of this ,I 
habit . I Her second year, when she found she could succeed doing 1: 
success. 
I, 
I 
her own work, she finally developed a certain pride in her own 
On the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test she had an I. Q. of 74. 
' She was a most cooperative student in all school activities, be- 1• 
! 
I 
. ing anxious to please everyone. In the personal qualities, she li 
I 
was rated good in behavior, cooperation and industry. All other 
I 
I' 
ratings were average except scholastic ability. She did baby II 
',I • sitting in the evening, and the second and third year in high 
I 
school she did hospital work on the school-work program. After !, 
I' I graduation she entered an attendant nursing school against the 
, advice of the school . She was unsuccessful there and was asked li 
II I, to leave at the end of the six weeks probation period. Having I' 
I 
moved from Newton, she did not mind this 
she would not see the other girls in the 
failure because she kne11! 
class and, if she did, 
I I 
·with her tact, she could cover it up. I 
I 
Vocational development.--
' baby sitting after school. She 
I· During junior high school "J" did 
liked being with little childrenJ' 
When she entered high school she followed the pattern of the ) 
I 
, her lameness was not a hindrance to that type of work . 
r 
I 
I 
fall when she entered the employ of the hospital, she was start- 11 
ed as a dish washer in a diet kitchen. She soon was changed to 
a r,rard helper~ She kept that job all through school. She was-
I' 
most happy working in the children's ward. After school she en-
1 
tered an attendant nursing school and was not successful, so had 1 
to withdraw in six weeks. Within two weeks time she had a posi-
1 
tion as ward helper in a hospital north of Boston, in easy com-
" 
i 
. muting distance of her home. Her friendly manner, her strong I 
. urg e for success, and her tact have helped her to find great 
! isfaction in this work. She earns $38 a week. 
Personal and social information.-- "J" is self-supporting 
, and living at home with her parents. She is engaged to marry so 1 
. I' ~ saves as much money as po,ssible every week. She has no J..nsurance 
I 
1
but has contributed to church charities and Red Feather. She 
has registered and voted. She has never been to court. She at- i 
tends church regularly and goes to the movies once a ~eek wi~h a i
1 
neighbor who works with her in the same hospital. She reads 
. only movie magazines, and has two or three idols w·hose pictures 
sh e never misses when they are shown in the local theatre. She 
watches television with her fiancee and has learned to enjoy t he 
' fi ghts and the mystery plays. She reads only the headline news 
.. in the newspaper. For vacations she took day trips to local 
· beaches to spend the day swimming . She ha s made very attrc:wti ve ' 
· ceramic articles and has many of them in her hope chest. She 
·' 
f ound child care t h e most valuable course for her job; ceramics I. II 
for her leisure time; and foods and nutrition, for her family 
living . She w·i shes she had taken driver education while in 
8 
--==-=====--=- .p_ 
school. 
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She would like to marry before her fiancee goes over-
·~~ -~8 
II 
seas in military service because she feels she will have aged 
1 rThen he returns. She would like the secu.ri ty of knowing she was 1: 
I ~ 
I. actually married. She has always feared that her lameness would ! 
interfere with her chances of marriage. 
Summary of findings.-- This young woman maintains good I 
'i health. She is self-supporting and is able to get along with I 
1 others. She spends her leisure time profitably and is an ade-
'tl 
'1 
quate member of the community. "J" has found that the develop-
, ment of a hobby, such ~s ceramics, in school qan bring hours of 1 
~! pleasure and satisfaction in later life • ~~ 
II 
I, ·I 
I, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I! 
II 
i' 
I 
II 
I 
I 
1\ 
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Case "K" 
1932-3-18 
I 
I II 
I 
~~~ Descri.Qtion of the person.-- "K" is a small, attractive, il 
'mature looking girl with dark curly hair. She has drooping eye- I 
' lids which give her an unusual appearance. 
Home background.-- "K" is the next-to-oldest girl in a 
1
1
farnily of eight. Her mother was born in Ireland and came here as 
a young 
II 
!:school. 
child. She completed a vocational course in a New York 
The father was born and educated through high school in t 
I 
Newton. He is a laborer for the city. The home is a rented one 
II · 
'in the older, less desirable section of the city. It has no cen- r 
I, 
1tral heat, but the family does enjoy automatic refrigeration, a 
I 
!telephone, and a television set. There is no automobile in the 
I 
1family. A lackadaisical atmosphere prevails between members of 
lthe family as well as toward care of the home. There is no regu- : 
I 
1
1 
l
lation on the family activities. The parents are not active so- 'I 
!I 
lcially. Because of the negative character of the home, the 11 
I, I 
ichildren obtain all their social life outside. 1 
\j Physical and medical history.-- The only childhood disease 1\ 
1
11K" contracted was measles. She had eczema as a young child but II 
I! : has kept it under control since third grade. In a period of three 
II I II .I ~ears, from grade five through seven, she was excluded from school 
keven different times because of either pediculosis or impetigo. J1 
tl After reaching physical maturity, she had regular sieges of nau- I 
sea, but recently, medical treatment has stopped this condition. ·\ 
Her teeth are in poor condition because she is afraid of the den- 1 
_, 
--- -- -
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1 
II 
1 .. 
tist. She broke every appointment made in the dental clinic at il 
!I 
!I ,, 
I school. She has good vision and excellent posture. 
School history.~- She entered the Newton schools from a 
I 
il local parochial school during the fourth grade. On her Binet I 
\placement test she had an I. Q. of 76. She was placed in the spe- [ 
~~~ cial class and was the best reader in the room, but she found ilj 
!arithmetic very difficult. She progressed with the other child-
11 
llren, always being the best reader in the group. In junior high 1\ 
![school she did very good wo'rk for her mental level. She worked li 
\well with the group. She was always quiet and friendly. During 1, I II I I 
her third year in junior high school, she was absent often because 
l~er mother was not well and "K" had to remain at home to care for 11 
" lthe younger children. Her repeated absence slowed her progress ~ d made it hard for her to complete her work. It also started a l 
lbertain amount of a feeling of failure. [, 
In her first year in high school she was rated poor in per- ,I 
I 
l
f=lonal qualities, except in behavior and appearance. The homeroom lj 
!teacher commented that she was a "weak sister 11 who tried to do 1 
~hat she should but who had many weaknesses and limitations. I 
~here was question whether the girl would return to school in the l 
1: ifall. 
li 
!her 
II 
~or t h e smaller children. When she returned her 
~as 
,, 
illness and the necessity of the girl remaining home to care :I I' 
.I I 
second year, she :1 
During the summer the mother had an operation which ended , 
" 
her more regular 'I happier in school and more successful due to 
I 
attendance. Her I. Q. was 73 on the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test~~ 
I' I 
She obtained work wrapping meat at a local supermarket. With 
lste~dy income from this she was able to contribute some to the 
- -;:_-___ --==.- -----~-
I 
I 
I 
II 
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1
1
home and have spending money. She also developed more confidence,, 
I 
in herself . vli th constant checking by the school nurse "K" de- · 
' ,, 
j\veloped habits of cleanliness which were lacking as a child. \'•Then:\ 
I 
1
1she completed her high school years, she rated good in personal-
cooperation, behavior and appearance . 
I 
II [,home. as a yoUJl€ girl. Occasionally she did baby sitting in t h e ~~ 
·evenlngs. In high school, on the school-work program, she was a 
Vocational development.-- "K" did house work in her own 
meat wrapper at a local supermarket. Aft er graduation .she did not 
;want this type of employment so changed to become a waitress at a :; 
jHoward Johnson restaurant. She remained there two years and was !I 
ilsuccessful on the job. Her employer found that her quiet manner ~~ 
11and attractive appearance was an asset to this work. Because of I 
jm\ uch larger pay, she changed to factory work. She obtained the 1i 
II 
job through one of her class mates. She is assembling parts in a ' 
~ ocal factory . Her pay is $44 a week and she has no expenditures :I 
I 
·for transportation. 
il 
i\ 
h 
Personal and social information.-- "K" is living at home 
~d is self-supporting. She has a savings account but no life !' 
I 
~nsurance or savings bonds. She contributes to Red Feather and 
I II 
bhurch missions. She has no 
~0 vote when she was 21. She 
I 
goes to the movies. She goes 
!, 
or a girl friend. a young man 
I 
~oys drama or variety shows. 
I 
court record and she did not registe~ 
attends church regularly but seldom :1 
:i 
to dances twice a vTeek , either with ', 
If she looks at television, she enl 
She usually watches TV at a friend's 
home. She goes on day trips during vacation with any one who wilL 
i, l1 
~upply _t~e-~ranspo_!tat_iQn . _ S!!e _saves l:_!e:r:_ !f!_oneL .?-11.9- _thep gQes ..:to 
New York and stays at a good hotel with one of 
I 
i' She bo\'lls twice a month with the other girls and also roller 
II She enjoys watching basketball games 
1
, skates with some of them. 
,, i and knows every star on the local teams as well as the I profession~ 
al Boston team. 
'I 
1 
Her health courses and her regular checkups with the school 
1
,
1 
' nurse were the most valuable thing she had at high school. She 
p 
diS troubled 
I t' prospec 1ve 
because she feels she has small chance of meeting a II 
husband in view of her present home conditions. 
,, 
IJike, 
II 
I 
all young girls, she is anxious to marry but has no prospects. lj 
Summary of findings.-- "K" is self-supporting and has main-j 
lj tained good health since she graduated. She gets along with 
!others and with her family. She should be able to spend more leir I . I 
I sure time at home and exert her own influence to imurove the horne ll ~ I 
l! condi tion. Not having the drive necessary to do this, she takes 
li the easy cour~e of finding leisure time activities away from the 1 
,, 
~. home influence. One wonders if a girl who has formed the habit 
II 
llof being constantly away from home will ever be able to settle 
11 down and enjoy a normal home life. If not she will not be an 
I' 
adequate member of the community. 
I 
I 
,. 
,I 
li 
I· 
li ,, 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
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Case "L" 
1932-3-14 
Description of the person.-- "L" is a short, stocky girl 
with a poor complexion. She has a quiet manner and for a girl 
of her size, a very soft speaking voice. 
Home background.-- 11 L" lives in a single house in the old-1 
est part of the city. Most residents there have very modest inl 
comes. The father and mother are hard-working Americans who 11 
I 
have a relaxed, pleasant home. The father is a mechanic. Vfi th I 
six children, there is little surplus money. This girl is the 
oldest of the children but was always allowed to have her own 
social life; not made to play nurse maid for the younger child- 1 
ren. The family hoped she would continue education after high I
I 
' 
school, but when she did not, their savings were diverted to the, 
education of the second child, a brother, in a Colleg e of music. !' 
,, 
He is an excellent French horn player and the whole family take 
1 great pride in his ability. 
gether watching television. 
The family spends many evenings 
Except for daily newspapers and 
I 
to-
1' 
I magazines from the local chain stores, there are no printed mat-,
1 
I 
I erials around the hous e. II 
Physical and medical history.-- "L" had measles as a • d chJ.ld ~ 
and an appendectomy at the age of seven. She was always very 
I healthy and did not develop the very bad skin condition until 
she matured. I From looking at the whole family, it v1ould appear 1 
the acne vwuld be from too rich and highly seasoned food at this' 
time of life. Not having enough will power , it would be hard 
3 
II 
I! 
q 
J, 
I 
"-I 
for "L" to refuse delicious desserts. All the other children 
the family who have reached physical maturity have developed 
acne also. 
School history:.-- 11 L11 entered the Ne,vton school from out 
of state when she vras thirteen. A Binet Form L test given for 
placement shovred she had an I.Q. of 72, and she was placed in a 
junior high school special group. She worked vrell with the 
group. Her academic progress was very slow but she became very 
mature in social ways. 
1 years. 
i 
She remained in junior high school three ! 
When she entered senior high school special class, she was 
reading on high fifth grade level. In high school she was well 1 
liked by her classmates and enjoyed all the work there. In her 
junior and senior year at school she did filing in the school 
office during her study periods. She was cons cientious and quie~ 
at this job. In personal qualities she was rated good in indus-!: 
try , personality, reliability, and behavior. She studied most o~ 
the homemaking courses, but also took typing and simple office II 
practice in her senior year. Vlhen she gradu~.ted she obtained a 
job through the JVlassachusetts State Employment office as a file , 
girl in an office in Watertown. Working in the school office 
1 was the most valuable t hing she had in high school to help her in 
! 
her job. Her I. Q. on the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma test was 84. I; 
Vocational development.-- This girl worked the first sum- IJ 
mer i n high school in Woolworth's as a helper. During the second 
II 
summer, she obtained a job at a larg e laundry as a checker. She j! 
.I 
, school. She obtained a position as file girl through the State 
Employment Agency when she graduated and has kept the same j~b 
' ever since. She earns $39.50 a week. Her employer said she was 
rather slow in learning her job but was a willing worker and I' 
pleasant · to have in the office. She enjoys her routine duties. /1 
II 
Personal and social information.-- "L" is self-supporting 
and lives at home. She buys savings bonds through the payroll 
account ! 
I 
savings plan, and has life insurance and a small savings 
She g ives to local charities. She registered and voted. She 
' has no court record. She goes to church about twice a month. li 
She regularly attends the movies but seldom dances. She bowls 
' twice a month with her classmates. At home the family listen to jl 
, a great deal of music on radio and television because of the ,. 
I 
brother's interest in the French horn. Through his interest, 
members of the family have learned to enjoy the better music. 
al~ 
I 
' 
I. 
"L" is engag ed to be married but is delaying marriage until her 
fiancee completes his time in the service. She has not collecte . I 
many things for herself, because her generosity prompts her to 
: give things to her family and friends. She spends leisure time ' 
: crocheting gifts. 
Summary of findings.- "L" is self-supporting and get 
, well with all her associates. She has good health but could 
· herself more by ridding herself of acne with the exercise of 
1: 
along 
hel~ 
i 
I 
self-control. She is well adjusted to family and community liv-
ing . She i s an adequate member of society. II 
I 
l: 
I 
I 
- CHAPTER V 
SUT•IM.ARY Mil I MPLICATIONS OF FINDINGS 
li 
I 
I 
i' 
I 
i 
! 
I 
The findings summarized below were obtained by personal 
interview with each of the individuals described in the preced- 1: 
ing chapter. Their ages range from 21 years, 6 months to 23 
years, 8 months. On individual Binet tests, their I. Q's were 651 
79, and on the Otis Quick Scoring Gamma group test, 70-84 . All I 
had had two or more childhood diseases. Four had been hospital- ! 
1 ized, and four had been clinic patients during childhood. Three 1 
,I 
wore glasses . Eleven were in good health as adults. I 
paid enough for board to be considered self- supporting. I
I ~
Their 
Eleven of the twelve persons were employed full time and 
" earnings were from $37 to $80 weekly. One, a girl , was unem- I 
played and depended on her parents for support. 
One girl was married and four anticipated marriag e before 
· the end of the year. Three of the four had definite plans com-
pleted for the weddings. The other seven had no immediate pros-
1 
pects for marriage . 1' 
Eight had savings accounts, most of which ran to several 
, hundred dollars. Less than half purchased savings bonds whereas · 
I 
· ten had $1,000 or more of life insurance protection. These peo-
ple were g enerous v,ri th each other but only contri but eel to chari- 11 
. ties during specific collection periods at work or in church. 
Or~y four contributed to national drives collected at work . 
-I 
Some questioned the necessity for several of the national drivesJ 
i 
1 Three-fourths gave to the "Red Feather" through the 
or made small direct contributions. Church mission 
I payroll plan 1 
- I 
contributions 
I 
were made during special collections. They never deprived them-_ : 
s elves of a luxury because of these charitable contributions. :I 
They had good citizenship records. None had court records, ! 
either as juveniles or adults. Seven, or 58 per cent, had regis~ 
tered and voted in the last election. 1! 
Among the eleven employed, seven of t he group are still 
w-orking in the same jobs they obta ined a t gr aduation. 'hw of 
the seven obtained their jobs through the school employment I 
office, two through the Massachusetts State Employment offi ce, f 
• and three by personal application. The two girls with a specifi .' 
skill, in sewing, have had several substantial raises. The othe 1 
II 
1
1 
four girls, a file girl, a waitress, and two hospital workers,. 11 
1 have had very small raises in pay. The boy had an adequate ra1s~ 
1 when he returned to his job after duty overseas. The four re-
maining persons had foQ~d original employment through personal 
I 
: application but had changed jobs at the suggestions of friends, li 
· one actually being given employment by a friend. The two girls 1\ 
with the specific skill of stitching have had steady employment II 
I' 
.' with good remuneration. The two w·orkers in an assembly line wer~ 
I, 
. unemployed for three weeks from the time of their initial lay-ofj 
I 
i.mtil the second employment. The one person who has been unsuc- li 
cessful in \vork experience had found employment through the It 
school employment office as a dishwasher at the hospital, throug~ 
the Massachusetts State Employment office as a checker, and by 
'I 
L 
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personal application as a presser . She tried to find reemploy- I, 
,J 
ment through the state division of rehabilitation but was unsuc- 11 
cessful. She was unsuccessful in obtaining work through friends ll 
1 as she had none. Having no developed skill, manual dexterity orl
1 
: 
adequate personality qualifications, she has nothing to offer ani 
I employer. 
All of those employed sought a.dvice concerning work from 
their superiors instead of the workers on the job. For personal 
advice they looked to parents and a few intimate friends . 
The majority of employers found them slovl to learn but, 11 
after mastering specific tasks for their jobs, successful. They ' 
I 
1· were happy in repetitive tasks. 
l' 
They were well adjusted to the I 
Nost of these people came from families having four or more 
II 
'I 
II 
groups of workers in their various places of employment. 
I 
children. Both parents of only three were natives of t his coun- 1 
try. 'rhree had both parents foreign born '\vi th the native lang- 1
1 
' uage , instead of English, spoken in the home. Half the class , jl 
I· 
li 
I 
six persons, had one parent of foreign birth. Four families I 
I 
lived in the poorest section of the city, with three of t he 
I 
homes having few modern conveniences and luxuries. Three had il 
homes in the section of the city where the average resident had !I 
a modest income. These homes had most of the modern conven-
'1 
II iences and boasted many luxuries -- except a piano. Two homes 
were in a moderately good neighborhood, and three in an excel- I 
lent location. Of this group two had few modern conveniences 
and luxuries while three had all the conveniences and luxuries 
I 
t h e average family in the i1rumediate enighborhood possessed . All \ 
98 
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il families read one or two newspapers daily. The magazines they 
I 
read were of four groups: church periodicals, movie magazines, 
Readers Digest, and a woman's magazine published by a chain I 
store. Three persons read books of adventure or romance. There!! 
1 were only three types of club membership: church groups, bowlingli 
club, and the union at the place of employment. Only two of the'j 
families vacationed as a family group. Five persons went on day! 
trips and five of the others visited a specific place to relax 1 
for a period of two weeks. I 
Most families were relaxed and placed a few restrictions onll 
the individual. The two who were under strict regulations felt il 
this affected their independence and prevented adequate social \J 
life. Two girls and the boy were worried about their failure to \1 
' find a proper mate to marry. One girl was upset over her moth- 11 
I 
er's domination in spite of her being married. 
Some girls spent time sewing and crocheting for their hope 
,. I 
,, chests. One found pleasure sketching, and another making ceramic 
1 articles. The boy enjoyed making and repairing small articles I 
for the home . One girl found pleasure playing cards. 'rhree rea 
I books of adventure and romance. Two had no hobbies. I' 
,I Ten went to church regularly and two attended less than once 
il 
11 
a week . Seven found pleasure attending movies weekly, one went :.·II 
occasiOnally, and three rarely attended. One never dru1ced, six 
seldom danced and three danced at least once a week. Of the 
latter , two attended dances unescorted if no escort was available. 
1 The popular rendezvous was a dine and dance establishment in 
South Boston!_ _ They h~£1 l~ ttle _ t;rou1:Jl~ fi!lding (iancing par:~ners 
I 
1. 
il 
-- II II 
, there as it was an established custom of the restaurant to admit 
patrons without dates. The girls never permitted the dancing 
partner to escort them home. If an escort was available, they I 
attended dances at the one public ballroom in Newton. The girls [l 
admitted the clientele of the local establishment was superior II 
1 to that found in other places. 
Most persons regularly listened to the radio early in the 
morning or before dinner in the evening to hear the news, weath-1 
li 
Hav-
11 
ing dinner about 5:30 the television programs usually started 
er, and music. Each seemed to have a favorite disc jockey. 
about seven. Lipstick, other cosmetics, and cigarettes were 
bought because of TV advertising. One girl idolized Liberace; 
three others, Julius La Rosa. They purchased trays, earrings, 
I 
il 
'I 
and many gadgets decorated with their idol's picture but did not 
1
1 
I 
' buy a product because of them. They always attended personal 
I 
1
1 
appearances of these performers when they came to Boston. One 
.· 
girl was a Ted \•lilliams fan and never missed a local game when 
1 he played. Baseball and w·restling were the favorite spectator 
sports, either on TV or for personal attendance. Bowling and 
swimming were the favorite participation sports. Only one found 1 
pleasure playing cards. I I 
I' 11
1 
The valuable courses for their employment were sewing, II child 
II 
1 care, business arithmetic, driver education and English. The bo~ 
fi 
I 
I 
found industrial arts valuable for home life and leisure activ-
11 
· i ties. Among the girls, the foods and home management courses 
I 
were of great value to them in home life. In lei~ure time and 
1 
social life, sewi~g ., art, drj_ ve_!' educati9n _ap_d E:rmJ;ish were con- I, 
II 
tO O 
\I 
sidered most important. All who did not have driver education 
in high school felt it should be made a compulsory part of the 
curriculum. The majority felt the social studies course of the 
history and economic life of people of foreign countries could 
,, be eliminated. They would replace it with a geography course of\ 
the United States and immediately neighboring countries. ;, 
The two foreign born persons attended night school to con- 11 
tinue learning English. Three attended night school for driver 
education, and one studied typing at night school but has not 
used it since. 
Eleven showed definite carry-over from their school exper-
1 
iences through the emotional stability, social maturity and occuL 
pational adequacy observed. . 
~osfon UnTver s2ty-
~chool of Education 
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Table 1. Summary of the Findings from the Questionnaires 
Item 
Employed full time ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unemployed ................................ . 
Living with parents •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Single status ............................. . 
~1arri ed ................................... . 
Self-supporting ........................... . 
. Dependent on family for support •.••.••••••• 
1 Savings bond purchase •.••.•.•.••••...•....• 
Savings account ........................... . 
· Life insurance ............................ . 
· Contribute to National Drives ••••••...•.••• 
: Contribute to local charities •..•......•... 
Contribute to church missions •.•..•.......• 
Court record .............................. . 
Regi s tered for voting ••..•...•.....•......• 
: Voted in last election ••••.......••.••.•..• 
Regular church attendance ••••.••..•••••..•• 
: Regular movie at tendance •.•.•...•.•.•.••.•• 
Regular dance attendance ••••••....•...•.•.• 
1 
Church club membership •••.•••••••••..•.•.•• 
Sports club membership ••..•••........•....• 
·. Regular reader of books ••••.•.••.•.•...•..• 
Number 
(2) 
11 
1 
12 
11 
1 
11 
1 
5 
8 
10 
4 
9 
8 
0 
7 
7 
9 
7 
3 
3 
6 
2 
Per Cent 
(3) 
91.6 
8.3 
100. 
91.6 
8.3 
91.6 
8.3 
41.7 
66.6 
83 .3 
33 .3 
75. 
66 . 6 
0 
58 .3 
58.3 
75. 
58.3 
25. 
25 . 
50. 
16.6 
I, 
I 
I 
I 
7 58.3 ' Regular reader of magazines •••.••..••.•..•• 1 
, Regular reader of newspaper • • • . . • • . • • . • . . . • ·\ 1 8 66.6 
------------------------------------------------------- 1 
I 
:I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
- - -- - - - j 
I 
Table 2. Family Background of Each Individual in the Group 
Pupil Number of Parental Background 
children 
in family Hot her Father 
{12 ~2l ~ 2l ~~J 
A ................ 4 Foreign Native 
B ................ 1 Native Native 
c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 Foreign Foreign 
D ................ 7 Foreign Native 
E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Foreign Foreign 
F ................ 4 Foreign Foreign 
G ................ 6 Native Foreign 
H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 Native Foreign 
I ................ 3 Native Native 
J ................ 2 Native Native 
K ................ 8 Foreign Native 
L ................ 6 Foreign Native 
The number of children in each family averaged 4.17 or with· a 
median of 4. 
Families with both parents native born averaged two children • 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
. Families with both parents foreign born averaged 3.3 children. , 
Families with one parent native born averaged 5.6 children. q 
' Seven mothers, or 58.3 per cent were foreign born. 
' Five fathers, or 41.7 per cent were foreign born. I 
Three families, or 25 per cent, had both parents native born. ·I 
Three families, or 25 per cent had both parents foreign born and 
spoke the foreign language in the home. 
Six families, or 50 per cent had one parent in the family for-
eign born. 
I 
I 
__ ,_ 
Table 3. Health Record of Each Member of t h e Group 
Disease 
Chickenpox 
Convulsions 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
............................. 
t' Diphtheria .............................. . 
1 German measles .......................... . 
Measles ................................. . 
lvTtlm.p s .......................... · ........ . 
Poliomyelitis ........................... . 
It.he11ID.a tic fever ••.•.................•...• 
Scarlet fever ........................... . 
Tubercul.osis ............................ . 
1 \'lhooping cough ..........................• 
Vision correction with glasses ••••••••••• 
Necessary hospitalization ••••• • •••.•••••• 
Number 
(2) 
5 
1 
1 
1 
8 
5 
0 
1 
1 
0 
3 
3 
4 
Per Cent 
(3) 
41.7 
8 .3 
8 . 3 
8 .3 
lii6.6 
41.7 
0 
8.3 
8.3 
0 
25.0 
25.0 
33.3 II 
----------------------------------:1, 
I 
I~ 
' 
I 
I 
These individuals had all the co~non childhood diseases . The 
two contagious diseases not contracted were not of t h e common 
I 
type , poliomyelitis and t uberculosis. L ~ The t ..,lree mo:::t prevalent 1.\ 
diseases were measles , mumps , and chickenpox. II 
I 
li 
.I 
\I 
II 
:t 
II 
I 
I 
II 
! 
li 
I 
II -
·I 
d 
II 
1 0 :1 ·j-
I 
:· 
Implications 
I 
Of this group with its constant guidance during high school~· 
all but one individual developed into self-supporting, adequate 
1 citizens with good health and satisfying leisure activities. 
, \fi th persons of limited mental ability , constant guidance during 1 
1 
school and after graduation as vrell as job placement was essen-
tial for success. In all occupations the adaptability of the 
1 individual to the work situation was an important factor. 
During school it is essential to have each pupil develop 
specific habits of honesty, reliability, and punctuality. A 
person should be trained to complete an assigned task throu~h 
suste.ined industry and learn to accept supervision. All their 
· jobs were unskilled or semi-skilled labor which demanded manual 
dexterity or a specific skill like sevring. To obtain occupa-
tional adequacy stress should be placed on developing manual 
I 
I 
i 
d 
I 
I
! 
i; 
' dexterity by developing the skill in which the individual has an II 
I 
I ! 
aptitude. Proficiency in a certain skill resulted in greater 
earning power than the intellectual growth of the person. In 
this study it was found that there was no relationship between 
I.Q. and earning power . 
I There should be specific education in methods and informa- 11 
· tion necessary to apply for a job, either through the school or 
' state employment office or by personal application. The proced-
!1 
ure of obtaining birth certificate, working papers, and under- i 
I 
· standing social security, and filing an income tax return should \1 
' be taught. 
I 
,I 
I' 
II 
1 0 ~ 
'I 
Good personal appearance is essential for success in social I 
I 
and occupational life. Emphasis should be placed on personal 
app earance of the individual all through school, stressing not 
I 
only cleanliness and neatness, but appropriateness of dress. 
Each person's personality should be developed to ma~e him 
' acceptable to his peers. Any emotional instability should be 
lessened or overcome through understanding guidance of the teacht 
er. If the individual cannot find success in developing a pleas-
ing personality and a measure of emotional stability, then the 
family, and possibly the psychologist or psychiatrist, must be 
enlisted to help the teacher guide him. Each person must be 
taught to get along with others before he enters the world of 
work. Any assistance the teacher receives to help develop the 
personality of the student is important in that person's later 
success. 
Through vocational guidance and cooperation of the school 
employment office, a person should be placed in an area of work 
I 
II 
I' 
I 
I 
where he would find success and that would be free of any ex- II 
To further aid these people a vocational consulta- I I ploi tation. 
I tion service should be established. Through this service, the 
individual would receive counsel on the job, parental understand~ 
I 
ing and help would be promoted, employer understanding would be I 
' developed, and important courses would be inaugurated in the ' 
future school programs of the special class. 
To choose leisure activities wisely, hobbies should be 
started or habits formed of choosing good books , good movies or 
1 good TV programs. More time spent in the art crafts would 
I 
IJ 
j. 
r 
I! 
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develop hobbies and also would tend to indicate the further I 
potentialities of the individual, possibly developing an occupa-
1
'! 
tional skill. Because their concentration span is short, good 
1
1 
magazine stories are better for these persons to read than books I' 
The greatest number in this group read Reader's Digest, having jl 
1 previously read it in school. 1tli th this carry-over a great num- 11 
ber of different magazines should be read in school to give thes fl 
, people variety of reading material. If they become familiar wit~ 
good magazines and find them enjoyable, a desire may be developed 
, to continue reading them after graduation. The availability, thj 
I 
I' variety, the easy reading, and the low price of many magazines 1 
I· make them a good source of leisure time activity. Throughout l1 
,, school, the movie and TV programs should be discussed to make a ~~~ 
Person critical and to start the habit of choosing good urograms ~ ~~'I These individuals, with their limited perspective of life, 
:I 
support local charities and can see no reason to contribute to 
the welfare of others beyond their local environment. To them, 
charity begins at home and remains at home. lViore stress on the I 
II,',  One World attitude could broaden their horizons. . 
It has been noted there has been definite carry-over of the !l 
:i 
I , teachings they received in school into present day life situa-
tions with eleven of these people. All school subjects must 
therefore be essentially life centered instead of subject cen-
tered. With this type of teaching, these people possess the 
social poise, attractive appearance, and emotional stability of 
the average mature citizen. 
'rhe members of this group are most appreciative of any 
II 
II 
I 
~-
1 
j, 
I 
assistance given them during and after school life. Working l'ri th 
this type of pupil gives one a most satisfying and exhilarating 
experience in teaching. To further the American ideal of equal-
ity of opportunity, each special class pupil with adequate socia1 
I 
maturity and a desire to learn should be given the chance to at-
1 
tend a special class at the secondary level. Through this spec- , 
ial program each student would fulfill the aims of education, 
: that is, to help one earn a living in order to be se~f-supporting, 
to broaden his interests, to use his leisure time profitably, to I 
cherish high ideals, and to form right habits. The tax dollar II 
spent on these people would be returned to the community many I 
times over by having them become adequate members of the 
ity instead of charges draining the community resources. 
Further Studies 
I 
There should be a follow-up study of later graduates to find 
I 
if the modification of some of the courses thi s group studied and 
the new courses added to the curriculum have been of value. j 
There should be a follo vr-up program organized for all these 
gradua tes to give them guidance and assistance in the firs t years 
i of work experience. This would stres s guidance in adjusting to I 
. life situations. I 
A further follow-up study of this srune group should be mad e 
I. 
in ten years to find how much of a carry-over t here has been in I 
this education of personal adjustment and home and family living. 
I 
A study should be made of the life adjustment of t h ese grad-
uates comparing them to the life adjustment of their peers who 
108 
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I 
I' 
were drop-outs or who were not accepted in the high school 
program. 
I 
I" 
I 
I 
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Appendix 1 
Questionnaire for Personal Group Interview 
General Information Sheet 
I 
II 
II 1 10 
--r-
I 
'I 
1. Name Address II 
------------------ 1 
2. School attended beyond graduation 
II 
3. With whom living: Parents Boarding JI 
I 
O·wn household 
Others • 
4. ltlhat is your marital status? Single Married 
Separated ____ Divorced ____ • 
5. What is employment status? Employed full time Part 
time ____ Unemployed ____ • 
6. What is economic status? Self-supporting ____ Partially 
li 
il 
7. 
self-supporting ____ Dependent ____ • 
Have you had a court record? Juvenile Adult 
Offenses • 
8. Are you a citizen? •. Have you registered? • 
9. What charities do you support? National drives Red 
Feather f-1issions Others • 
10. What is means of savings? Savings bonds 
Life Insurance Others • 
11. What is purpose of savings? Travel Auto 
Others • 
I 12. 
I 
Church attendance: More than once a week 
Less than once a week • 
1 13. Movies attendance: More than once a week 
I. 
Less than once a week • 
Bank account 
Home ____ 11 
Once a week 
Once a week 
Appendix l (cant) 
114. Dances attended: More than once a week Once a \veek 
Less than once a week • 
I 15. Club membership: Church Sports ____ Community __ __ 
Social Others • 
16. \•That TV program do you never miss? 
1
17. \>/hat fan letter have you written to 'J:V? 
II 
! ~8. What product have you bought because of TV? 
:tL9. What radio program do you never miss? 
;20. What newspaper do you read? 
I 
21. vlhat hobby do you have? 
22. What is your favorite sport? 
,I 
I 
23. What do you do during your vacation? 
124. What type of movie do you enjoy most? 
I 
I 
• 
• 
• 
25. What movie have you seen lately that you enjoyed? 
'I I 
II 
I, 
• 
• 
• 
I 111 
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Appendix 2 
Vocational Adjustment Data Sheet 
Name • 
------------------------------------------------
l. Job title • 
2. Present average weekly pay • 
3. Employed by 
Name of Employer 
• 
Address 
4. Employer 
IVIember of family _ Friend Relative Other • 
5. How did you get your present job? Through 
Member of family ___ Friend Relative School 
Personal application ___ Mass. State Employment office __ _ 
Other • 
I 
I 
6. \'/hen you need advice about problems connected with your job; 
to whom do you go? 
No one School people Parents Friends 
Relatives ___ Employers ___ Workers on t h e job Other 
(explain) • 
7. Ho·w long \vere you idle before you obtained your first job? 
Week(s) ___ Month(s) ___ lVlore than a year ___ None 
• 
8. Ho-t-r long have you been idle since you graduated? 
Week(s) ___ Honth(s) ___ More than a year None • 
9. How many different employers have you had since you gradu-
ated? One Two Three Nore (Give number). 
10. How many hours do you work a week? __ • 
112 
Appendix 3 
Individual Personal Interview Data Sheet 
Name • 
! 1. Health: Robust ___ Normal ___ Skinny ___ • 
I· 
I 
I 
I 
2. Appearance: Very attractive ___ Attractive Unattractive': 
• 
3. Family Socio-Economic Status 
House: Owned ___ Rented ___ Single ___ Duplex Other 
- ·· 
Conveniences: Central heat ___ Bathtub ___ Fireplace _ • 
Luxuries: Automatic refrigerator ___ Telephone 
Radio Television 
Newspapers in the home 
Magazines in the home 
Automobile • 
Piano 
• 
• 
Club memberships of the family --------------------------
Family vacation activities 
• 
I 
I' 
Atmosphere of family: Tense Alert Relaxed Lacka~ 
daisical • 
Affection of parents: Affectionate 
Hostile • 
Regulation on individual: Strict 
Parents' attitude: Understanding 
Anxious • 
Individual's attitude: Cheerful 
ing ___ Depressed ___ • 
' 
Cool Irritated 
Standard Lax i 
• I 
Never worries 
'I 
Irritable Complain-
Parents' assistance to individual: Continually ___ Usually 
Refuses • 
11 3 
11 J 
Appendix 3 ( cont) 
Activities outside home: Socially active Mixes well 
Seldom outside home 
-· 
4. Whom do you claim for a dependent on your income tax? 
• 
5. Is there anything that bothers you that you are going to 
take care of? • 
6. What is the name of a book you have read recently? 
I ?. What do you have to show of your hobby? • 
I s. From your high school studies what subject was most valua-
ble in your Job Family living 
Leisure time Social life ' • 
9. vlhat subject should be added or taken from the curriculum? 
Added ----------------------- Removed • 
10. Changes observed ----------------------------------------- • 
,\ 
'I 
I 
Appendix 4 
Employe~ Interview Schedule 
Name • 
Name of employer Position 
------------------ --------------
Person interviewed ------------------~Position-------------
1. Job title of subject 
2. Work performed ------------------------------------
3. Weekly wages ----------------------
4. Is person's production as expected? 
In quality: Yes 
In quantity: Yes 
No 
No 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
5. How quickly did he/she learn to perform the duties as com-
pared with the average employee? Very quickly ____ _ 
Satisfactory time ___ Very slowly ___ • 
6. In case of slackening of business would he/she be among the 
first or last to be laid off? Among first ____ Among the 
last ___ Seniority prevails ___ • 
,_ -
• 
• 
I 
Hov1 does he/she get along with fellow-workers? Is respected!, 
I 
and popular ____ Respected but not popular ___ Popular but I\ 
not respected ____ Neither popular nor respected ____ • 
8. Was he/she required to fill in any forms when applying for .I I 
the job? Yes No • 
g. Can he/she be trusted to work without supervision? 
Yes No • 
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